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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COIUMBIA 



VERNON BONNER, ) 

) 

Plaintiff, ) 

) 

V. ) Civil Action No. 06-2051 (EGS) 

) 

SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION, ) 

et al., ) 

) 

Defendants. ) 

) 

DEFENDANTS' NOTICE OF FILING AND ERRATA 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that Defendants, through the undersigned counsel, are 
today refiling the accompanying copies of Exhibits AA through FF to Defendants' 
Motion for Summary Judgment and request that these copies be substituted for those filed 
on September 12, 2007. The attached exhibits are redacted to conform with the Court's 
privacy policy. On September 11, 2007, Plaintiff was served with the full, unredacted 
copies of these exhibits with service of the Motion for Summary Judgment. 

Defendant also files this errata to correct an error in paragraph 21 of Defendants' 
Statement of Material Facts Not In Genuine Dispute. The last sentence of the paragraph 
should read as follows: 

Material was withheld pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(6). Id. 
The reference in this paragraph to FOIA exemption (b)(7)(C) should be disregarded as the 
Social Security Administration did not assert that exemption to withhold any material. 
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Respectfully submitted, 



JEFFREY A. TAYLOR, DC Bar #498610 
United States Attorney 



RUDOLPH CONTRERAS, DC Bar #434122 
Assistant United States Attorney 



/s/ 



MADELYN JOHNSON, DC Bar #396739 
Assistant United States Attorney 
555 4* Street, N.W. Rm. E-4114 
Washington, D.C. 20530 
(202)514-7135 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 



I CERTIFY that on September 12, 2007, plaintiff was served with a copy of the 
foregoing Notice of Filing, via first-class mail postage prepaid and addressed: 

Vernon Bonner 
#06300-027 
P.O.Box 1000 
Duluth, MN 55814 



/s/ 



Madelyn E. Johnson 

Assistant U.S. Attorney 

555 4* Street, N.W., Rm. E41 14 

Washington, D. C. 20530 

(202)514-7135 
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(I GOVERNMENT I 
I EXHIBIT I 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 



VERNON BONNER, 
Plaintiff, 



SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION, 

Defendants. 



Civil Action No. 06-02051 (EGS) 



DECLARATION OF DAVID M. HARPY 
I, David M. Hardy, declare as follows: 

(1) I am currently the Section Chief of the Record/biformation Dissemination Section 
("WDS"), Records Management Division ("RMD"), at the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Headquarters CFEMQ") in Washington, D.C. I have held this position since August 1, 2002. 
Prior to joining the FBI, from May 1, 2001 to July 21, 2002, 1 was the Assistant Judge Advocate 
General of the Navy for Civi\ Law. In that capacity, I had direct oversight of Freedom of 
Information Act ("FOIA") policy, procedures, aq^jpeals, and litigation for the Navy. From October 
1» 1980 to April 30, 2001, 1 sewed as a Navy Judge Advocate at various commands and routinely 
woriied with FOIA matters. I am also an attorney who has been licensed to practice law in the 
state of Texas since 1980. 

(2) In my official capacity as Section Chief of RIDS, I supervise ^proximately 208 
employees who staff a total often (10) FBIHQ units and a field operational service center unit 
whose collective mission is to effectively plan, develop, direct, and manage responses to requests 
for access to FBI records and information pursuant to the FOIA; Privacy Act; Executive Order 
12958, as amended; Presidential, Attomey General, and FBI policies and procedures; judicial 
decisions; and Presidential and Congressional directives. The statements contained in this 
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declaration are based upon my personal knowledge, upon information provided to mc in my 
official capacity, and upon conclusions and detenninations reached and made in accordance 
therewith. 

(3) Due to the nature of my official duties, I am familiar with the procedures followed 
by the FBI in responding to requests for infbmiation from its files pursuant to the provisions of 
the FOIA, 5 U.S.C § 552, and the Privacy Act of 1974, 5 U.S.C. § 552a. Specifically, I am 
aware of the treatment which has been afforded the FOIA request of plaintiff, Vemon Bonner to 
the FBI's Chicago Field Office (CGFO) for documents related to himself and Virginia Bonner. 

(4) The purpose of fliis declaration is to provide the Court and plaintiff with a status 

of the FBI's response to plaintiff's request, as well 2S to provide a basis to move to dismiss the 

complaint, or in the alternative, move for summaiy judgment in favor of the FBI. This 

declaration includes the procedural history of plaintiff s FOIA/Privacy Act requests, an 

explanation of the FBI's Central Records System (*'CRS"), a discussion of the search for records 

conducted in the Chicago Field Office ("CGFO") and the results of that search. 

CHRONOLOGY OF PLAlNTlFrS FOIA/PRIVACY ACT 
REQUESTS TO THE CmCAGO FIELD OFFICE 

(5) By FOIA request form dated February 17. 2006, ultimately directed to the CGFO/ 

plaintiff submitted a FOIA request for: 

"Chicago Social Security Fraud Investigation" a 200 page Report 

starting at Bates Stamp Number 000212-000400, File # C-98- 

00227-F. 

Agent Ron Carver, FBI 

Special Agent Norene S. Williams, SSA/OIG/OT 

Reports ftom United States Embassy in Mexico, for the Birth 



' Plaintiffs initial FOIA request form was addressed to the FBI office in Gary, Indiana. 

The February 17, 2006 FOIA form has a notation, which appears to have been made by plaintiff, 
that the request was "remailed on 3/1/06" to the CGFO. Seg Exhibit A, The FBI therefore 
interpreted plaintiff's request as a request to the CGFO. 
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Catificate of "Virginia Bonner"^ name on Birth Certificate as the 
Father "Vernon Bonner." 

The name and reports of any Private investigators/Government' s 
Investigators that were used on this case, and any other case. 
Any and all 302 Reports concerning this case and any other case 
concerning Vernon and Maiia; wife of Vernon Bonner. 

@ee Exhibit A). 

(6) By letter dated March 15, 2006, FBIHQ advised plaintiff that his FOIA/Privacy 
Act request to the CGFO that was forwarded to FBIHQ was being returned because plaintiffs 
letter did not contain sufficient information to conduct an accurate search of the central records 
system. This form letter requested that plaintiff provide certain required information to conduct 
the searclL The form was completed by plaintiff, signed and dated March 31, 2006, and returned 
to FBIHQ. ^M Exhibit B.) 

(7) By letter dated April 1 8, 2006, FBIHQ acknowledged receipt of plaintiffs 
FOIAyPrivacy Act request and notified plaintifiTthat his request had been assigned FOIPA 
Request Number 1044401-000. (§£e Exhibit C.) 

(8) By letter dated June 1, 2006, plaintiff was advised by FBIHQ that approximately 
1500 pages were located that ^ypeared to relate to his request. Plaintiffwasinfonnedifall 1500 
pages are dcteimined to be relcasable, duplication costs of J140.00 could result, representing a 
charge often cents per page. Plaintiff was advised that duplication fees are not charged for the 
first 100 pages. The letter advised plaintiff tiiat Department of Justice ("DOJ") regulations, (28 
C-F.R. §§ 16.1 1 and 16.49X requhe notification to a requester when anticipated charges exceed 
$25.00. FBIHQ requested plaintiff's written notification mdicating Ms willingness to incur tiie 



^ Pursuant to FBI policy, plaintiff's request for files related to Virginia Bonner was not 

addressed because plaintiff did not provide either a Privacy Act waiver fiTom Ms. Bonner or proof 
ofdcath. S«e28C.F.R.§ 16.3(a). Third-party individuals maintain strongprivacy interests in 
not having their personal information disclosed pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(7)(C). Thus, 
absent a Privacy Act waiver ftom the individual, or proof of that individual's death, the FBI will 
neither confirm nor deny tiie existence of any files pertaining to any individual, such as Virginia 
Bonner. 

-3- 
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estimated fees. Plaintiff was advised that he may consider reducing the scope of his request 
which would allow him bofli to lower this costs and hasten the receipt of the infoimation. The 
three track request system was explain^ to plaintiff. Plaintiff was told to advise the FBI in 
writing if he was interested in discussing the possibility of reducing the scope of his request or if 
he was willing to pay the estimated duplication costs. Plaintiff was advised that no payment 
should be made at this time and that unless advised to the contrary, we are assuming that he is 
wilhng to pay fees. (See Exhibit D.) 

(9) By letter dated August 31, 2006, FBIHQ made an initial release, at no charge to 
the plaintiff, of 1 05 pages (out of 109 pages reviewed and processed)of responsive material from 
Chicago file 46-CG-l 1 11 71. The FBI advised that deletions were made pursuant to FOIA 
Exemptions (bX2), (b)(7KC) and (b)(7)(E). Plaintiff was further advised there were 
approximately 2,000 pages remaining to be processed in this file and if he wished to receive the 
remainder of this file to remit his payment of $200.00 by money order made payable to the FBI.^ 
Plaintiff was advised of his right to file an administrative appeal to the DOT Office of 
Information and Privacy (OIP). (See Exhibit E.) 

(10) The package which FBIHQ sent to plamtiff August 3 1 , 2006 was returned to the 
FBI on September 14, 2006 as "Returned to Sender-Not Deliverable as Addressed-Unable to 
Forward." 

(U) By letter dated October 16, 2006 to FBIHQ, plaintiff informed that he had not 
received the "Information" that he requested and to bill him. (See Exltibit F.) 

(12) By letter dated Novanber 28, 2006> FBIHQ, for the second time, provided 
plaintiff a copy of the August 31, 2006 release from the CGFO file. (Sec Exhibit G.) 



^ The 2000-page figure that was given to plaintiff appears to be incorrect; in fact, it now 

^jpears that only approximately 1 430 pages remain to be processed, and therefore the FBI's June 
1, 2006 letter containing a 1500-page estimate provides a more accurate figure. 
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EXPLANATION OF THE FBFS CENTRAL KECQRDS SYSTEM 

(13) The Central Records System ("CRS") enables the FBI to maintain all information 
which it has acquired in the course of fiilfilling its mandated law enforcement responsihilities. 
The records maintained in the CRS consist of administrative, applicant, criminal, personnel, and 
other files compiled for law enforc«nent purposes. CRS is organized into a numerical sequence 
of files, called FBI "classifications,*' which are broken down according to subject matter. The 
subject matter of a file may correspond to an individual, organization, company, publication, 
activity, or foreign intelligence matter (or program). Certain records in the CRS are maintained 
at FBIHQ, whereas records that are pertinent to specific field offices of the FBI are maintained in 
tfiose field offices. While the CRS is primarily designed to serve as an mvestigative tool, the FBI 
searches the CRS for documents that are potentially r^ponsive to FOIA/Privacy Act requests. 
The mechanism that the FBI uses to search the CRS is the Automated Case Support System 
("ACS"). 

(14) The ACS was implemented for all Field Offices, Legal Attaches fLegats"), and 
FBIHQ in order to consolidate portions of the CRS that were previously automated. ACS can be 
described as an internal computerized subsystem of the CRS. Because the CRS cannot 
electronically query the case files for data, such as an individual's name or social security 
number, the required information is duplicated and moved to the ACS so that it can be searched. 
More than 105 million records from the CRS were converted from automated systems previously 
utilized by the FBL Automation did not change the CRS; instead, automation has facilitated 
more economic and expeditious access to records maintaned in die CRS. 

(15) The retrieval of data firom the CRS is made possible through the ACS using the 
General Indices, which are arranged in alphabetical order.'' The entries in the General Indices M\ 



The General Indices are not only automated but also include index cards which allow a 

(continued..,) 
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into two categories; 

(a) A "main" entry - A "main" entry, or "main" file, cames the ■ 
name corresponding with a subject of a file contained in tiie CRS. 

(b) A "reference" entry —"Reference" entries, sometimes called 
"cross-references," are generally only a mere mention or reference 
to an individual, organization, or other subject matter, containwl in 
a document located in another "main" file on a different subject 
matter. 

(16) Searches made in the General fiidices to locate records concerning a particular 
subject, such as plaintiffs requests, are made by searching the subject requested in the index. 

(17) The ACS consists of three integrated, yet separately functional, automated 
applications that support case maimgement functions for all FBI investigative and administrative 
cases: 

(a) Investigative Case Management C'ICM") - ICM provide the ability to open, 
assign, and close investigative and administrative cases as well as set, assign, and track leads. 
The OfiRce of Origin ("00"), which sets leads for itself and other field offices, as needed, opens 
a case. The field offices that receive leads fixtm the GO are referred to as Lead Offices C'LOs"). 
When a case is open^, it is assigned a Universal Case File Number ("UCFN"), which is used by 
FBIHQ, as well as all FBI field offices and Legats Aat are conducting or assisting in the 
invKtigation. Using the file number "46-CG- 1 1 1 171," as an example, an explanation of the 
UCFN is as follows: "46" indicates the classification for the specific type of investigation, i.e.. 
"Fraud Against the Government; "CG" is the abbreviated form used for the 00 of tiie 
investigation, which in this case is the Chicago Field Office; and "1 1 1 171" denotes the individual 
case file number for the particular investigation. 

(b) Electronic Case File ("ECF") - ECF serves as the centra] electronic repository 



^..xontmued) 

manual search for records that pre-dated the implementation of ACS on Octobw 16, 1995. 
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for the FBI's official text-based documentSK ECF supports the universal serial concept in that 
only the creator of a document serializes it into a file. This provides a single-source entry of 
serials into the computerized ECF system. All original serials are maintained in the OO case file. 

(c) Univeisal Index ("UNT') - UNI continues the universal conc^ts of ACS by 
providing a complete subject/case index to all investigative and administrative cases. Only the 
OO is required to index; however, the LOs may index additional infonnation as needed. UNI, an 
index of approximately 99-2 million records, functions to index names to cases, and to search 
names and cases for use in FBI investigations. Names of individuals or organizations are 
recorded with identifying applicable mformation such as date or place of birth, race, sex, locality, 
Social Security number, address, and/or date of event. 

(18) The decision to index names other than subjects, suspects, and victims is a 
discretionary decision made by the FBI Special Agent ("SA") assigned to work on the 
investigation, the Supervisory SA ("SSA") in the field office conducting the investigation, and 
the SSA at FBIHQ. The FBI does not index every name in its files; rather, it indexes only that 
information considered to be pertinent, relevant, or essential for future retrieval. Without a "key" 
(index) to this enormous amount of data, information essential to ongoing investigations could 
not be readily retrieved, The FBI files would thus be merely archival in nature and could not be 
effectively used to serve the mandated mission of the FBI, which is to investigate violations of 
federal criminal and national security statutes. Therefore, the General Indices to the CRS files 
are the means by which the FBI can determine what retrievable information, if any, the FBI may 
have in its CRS files on a particular subject matter or individual, Le,, plaintiff Vernon Bonner 
and Virginia Bonner, 

SEARCH FOR RECORDS RESPONSIVE TO PLAlNTIFrS REQUEST 

(1 8) In response to plaintiffs FOIA requests, the FBI initiated a search of its CGFO 
general indices to identify all potentially responsive main files. The FBI used the general indices 
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to search the CRS for files conceming plaintiffs specific request for the "Chicago Social 
Security Fraud Investigation." A search was conducted using the name "Vernon Bonner." For 
example, this search would locate records which have similar phonetic sounds of each last and 
fust name: "Bonner, Vwnon," "Bonner, V," and "Bonner^ Vernon, R." The FBI dso used 
plaintifTs date of birth and social security number to facilitate the identification of the requested 
records. This search located one main investigatory file from the Chicago Field Office 
responsive to plaintiffs request. 

<19) This file is identified as 46-CG-lll 171, and is classified as a "Fraud Against the 
Government; Social Security Administration Investigation,"' 

STATUS OF PLAINTIFF'S REQUEST 

(20) As stated earlier, on two separate occasions the FBI released fiee of charge 105 
pages of documents to plaintiff, and advised plaintiff that he needed to indicate a willingness to 
pay for the remaining pag^ in order for the FBI to continue its processing. At this time, the FBI 
estimates that approximately 1450 pages remain to be processed. As of the date of tiiis 
declaration, plaintiff has not indicated his willingness to pay the additional fees associated with 
the pages which remain to be processed. In the absence of a further response fi^m plaintiff, 
including payment of the outstanding duplication fees, the FBI will consider this matter resolved, 
and proceed to close this request. 

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, 1 declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true 



* As noted earher, plaintifiFs initial FOIA request form was addressed to the FBI office in 

Gary, Indiana. The subsequent notation on the form indicating that the request was "remailal on 
3/1/06" to the Chicago Field Office led the FBI to interpret the request as a Chicago Field Office 
request. See Exlhibtt A. Ifplaintijffs intent was to make a request for FBI records in two 
different oflfiMS - [Gary, Indiana is a Resident Agency (satellite ofBce) of the Indianapolis Field 
Office], the searches the FBI conducted revealed two main files in the Indiam^lis Field OfBce 
which may be responsive. If plaintiff is interested in obtaining these files, the FBI will review 
and process these files once plaintiff has icndcrcsd the outstand&ng payment for the Chicago Field 
Office file. 
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d correct, and that Exhibits A through G attached hereto are true and correct copies. 
Executed this 10 ^ day of August, 2007. 



DAVID M.HARBY 



DAVID M.HARDY' 

Section Chief 
Record/Information Dissemination Section 
Records Manageraait Division 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D,C. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 



VERNON BONNER, 
Plaintiff, 



SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION, 
et al.. 



Civil Action No. 06-2051 (EGS) 



EXHIBIT A 
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FREEDCM OF INPORMATIOH ACT POBHAI. 
REQUEST FOR IMFORMATIOH 






DATE: February 17, 2006 

AGiaiCY; FEDERAL BOREftP OF IHVESTICATIOrT (FBI> /T U "T^ 

ADDRESS ; 610 Connecclctit Streat Q t^ ^ O^OTP^^A /t^ 

CITY, STATE Ga-ry. IndiaTia 46402 Ci/\]t^<0 X^ (^0(^¥ 

D^ar Agency Officials. ^.^^^^^ j^a.mr 

AS pursuant to U.S.C. 5S552 of FOIA, and \i,S,C, 5S552(a) Privacy Act, 
I herein make a formal x-equest for copies of all reqaesled reaEonably 
identifiable records as are listed in this request. 

IDEHTIFYING PERSOHAI. IKFORMATIOH 

NAME: Vernon Bonner & Maria Magana-Bonner (WlEe) 

ADDRESS: P.O. Box 1000; FPC; Domi 208-103 

CITY, STATE, ZIP: DuLuth, MW 55614.1000 

BXRTHDATBi Varnon. Aprl.l 1. Maria, April 25, 

BIRTgpLACE: Vernon, St. Louis, MO/ Maria> Mexico 

SOCIAL SECDRITT NUMBER: Vernon, Maria, 

FBI NUMBER; Maybe; 1 File No. C-98-00227-F 

MARSHAL'S SERVICE WUMEER: Unknown 



I am a prisoner in the Federal Prison Canp, of the Bureau of Prisons, 
and my funds for paying copy costs are quite limited. Recognizing the 
fees lis-ted in O.S.C. 5 S552 (4) (A) (HI) , I request copies be made 
and sent to me as ijuickly as possible, understanding no fees will 
be charged if less than two hours search time, or less than 100 
copies are made, as pursuant to D.S.C, 5S552(iv) (II) * 

If your agency requires a certain form for Freedom Of Information Act 
Requests, please send an official copy of said form, as the prison 
caaip does not have access to Federal Procedural Forms L. Edition. 
And if said request requires notarization by your agency, please 
advise Be as quickly as possible. 

REASOHftBLY IDEHTIFIABLE RECORD 

Under The Freedom of Infonoation Act, all agencies, as identified as 
such within Section 552, must maXe available to the public any and all 
records requested, with the exception of those which are exempted 
by agency rule and by statute. Tha Act is to be broadly construed in 
favor of disclosure and its exemptions are to be narrowly construed^ 
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Page 2 of FOIA Request 

as set forth in ftnderson V- Departaent of Health and Hunan Services , 
907 F.2d 936, C.A. 10 (Otah) 1990. The requestor has the obligation 
to genexrate a reasonable description identifying the requested record. 
Sears V. Cottschal?c , 502 F.2d 122, cert denied, 98 S.CL. 2680. However, 
once a record has been reasonably described and Identified, and record 
is not exempt by statute, the agency has the responsibility to produce 
the requested document (s) , Bristol-MYers Co. V. F.T.C., 424 F.2d 935, 
C.A.D.c. , cert denied 91 S.Ct- 46. 

REASONABltY IDEtfTIFIABI^E ItECORD(S) REQDESTED 



"Chicago Social Security Fraud Investigation" a 2Q0 pape Report starting at 
Bates Stamp Bomber 000201-000400. File # C-»8-00227-F. 



Agent Ron Carver, FBI 

Special Agent Horene S. WiUlamB, S5A/0IG/0I 

Reports from United States Embassy In Mexico, for the Birth Certificate of 
"Virginia Bonner" name on Birth Certificate as the Father "Vamon Bonner." 



The name and reports of any Private iTivastigatprs/ Government's Investigator s 
that were used on this case, and any other case. ' 

Any and all 302 Beports concerning this case and any other case concernlag 
yernon and Maria; wife of Vernon Bonner. 

MAILIMG ADDRESS for MARIA i 

Maria Magana-Bonner, # 10009-041; Federal Prison Camp; A03-271 

P.O. Box A ; Alderson. W. VA. 24910 



Case 1 :06-cv-02051 -EGS Document 20-2 Filed 09/1 2/2007 Page 1 4 of 30 



page 3 of FOIA Request 

As pursuant to 5 U.S. S 552(6) (A) {i) , this agency has ten working days, 

not including weekends and legal holidays, to either c(»ply with 

request and produce the records, or to ixatediately notify the requestor 

of the failure by the agency to ccwply with the request for said record(s) . 

Should 'unusual clrcmistances' arise in conplying with this request, 

as pursuant to 5 D.S. S 5^2(6) (B), this agency is to notify the requestor 

of the specific date the record (s) will be dispatched. See Pollack V. 

Department of Justice , 49 P. 3d 115, cert denied, 116 S,Ct. 130, 133 L.Ed. 

2d -JS. 

I respectfully thank you for your assistance in obtaining copies of 
the records request^ 



VERMOW BOHHER 



lesWjap 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 



VERNON BONNER, 
Plaintiff, 



SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION, 
et al.. 



Civil Action No. 06-2051 (EGS) 



EXHIBIT B 
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vs. Department of Justice 




Federal B'jrou of lnvcstigalian 



IVashingion. DC 20S35 
March 1 5, 2006 



Mr. Vernon Bonner 

••063D0027 

Federal Prison Camp 

Dorm 208-103 

Post Office Box 1000 

DuUih.MN5581<l-1000 

Dear Mr. Bonner: 



Your Freedom of rntbrmati on -Privacy Ac[s (FOIPA) request forwarded from the/CMcag^FicIti Office is 
being returned, Your letter did not contain sufFicienI infomiation to conduct an accunie search of the central 
records system at FBI Headquarters. The following informalicin is necessary; 

Fwll Name: j/CrAoA P<^ ZJA^r 



Cunent Address: /^f J?. 



a 



l^e of Birth: C/-^ / ""^O ^ F^ce of Birth: S f ^ Lo jj ]" ^ MO 

Daytime Telephone >lumber: ~ ~ . , ;. 

Yoii tna); ■al^„Wish to provide prior addresse;^ ejnptoymenlf, aliases, etc, which you telieye may,assisl the 
FBI in locaiinK.ihVinfwmation you.seek,; -! . > 



Under penalfy of perjury, I heieb;/ declare that I am the pprson named jibpve and J understand that any 
rarsiRcatjoi).bf this statement is pjunishabkutKlcr ttie provisions of Title 18, United States Code (U.S.C.)'. Section 
1001 by a fine of not more than $10,000 or by impriscmmeni of not more than five years, or both; artd that 
requesting or obtaining any recwd{s) under false pretenses is punishable under the pt^jvlsions ofTitte 5, U.S.C, 
Section 552a(iK3)a:5amisdeme8nor andby a Rneof not raoiethan J5,000. At) jijliaCores under the cenlllcalioii 
of perjury statement MUST be an ortginxl signature, as (he FBI is tio longeir accepting faied sigoalures. The 
s^nature mtist «lso be legible. 

Signature^ 



>if) n.. %'3l'^ (,. 



To initiate your FOIPA request, please return the original request letter with the requested information. 
Please note that mail addressed to the FBI is dejaj^ecj several weeks c^ue to increased securi^ procedures now in 
place. Vow must MAIL your request with your original legible signature, as the FBI Is no longer accepting 
faxed signatures afur the perjury statement. 

Sincerely yours, 

[ David M.Hat^ 

Section Chief 
Recocd/ln formation 
Dissemination Section 
Records MaJiagement Division 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 



VERNON BONNER, 
Plaintiff, 



SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION, 
ei al.. 



Civil Action No. 06-2051 (EGS) 



EXHIBIT C 
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Federal Bureau of Investigatior 



MR VERNON BONNER 

FPC 

DORM 208-103 

POST OFFICE BOX 1000 

DULUTH, MN 55814-1000 



Dear Requester 



), D.C 20535 
April IS, 2006 



Request No.: 1W4401-000 
Sutjject: BONNER. VERNON 



a Tliis acknowledges receipt of your Fraedom of I ntbrmation- Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request 

to ttie FBI. The FOIPA number listed atmve has been assigned to your request. Your 
request has been for^rded 10 FBI lieadquartet^ from the Chicago FieW Office. 

o For an accurate searcK of our records, please provide the complete name, alias, dale and 

pilaceof birth for the subject of your request. Any other specific data you could provide 
such as prior addresses, or empJoyment Inforirtatton would also t>e helpful. If your 
subject is deceased, please include dale and proof of death. 

n To make sure irrformation about you is not released to someone else, we require your 

notarized signature or. in place of a notarized signature, a declaration pursuant to Title 
26. United States Code 1746. Foryour convenience, the reverse side of this letter 
contains a fomi which may be used for this purpose. 

□ \f you want Ihe FBI's Criminal Justice Information System (CJIS) to perform a search for 
your arrest record, please follow the enclosed instructions in Attorney General Order 
556-73. You musl submit fingerprint impressions so a comparison can lie made with (he 
records kept by CJIS. This is to malse sure your information is not released to an 
unauthorized person. 

a We are searching the indices to our central records system at FBI Headquarters for (tie 

information you requested, and will inform you of the results as soon as possible. 

□ Processing delays have been caused t>y the large number of requests received by the 
FOIPA. We will proofs your requests) as soon as possibte. 

Your request has been assigned the number indicalsd above. Please use this number in all 
correspondence wrth us. Your patience is appreciated. 



'^JJkiJ-Ok 



David M. Hardy 
Section Chief, 
Recofd/lnfomriation 

Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 



VERNON BONNER, 
Plaintiff, 



SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION, 
et al.. 



Civil Action No. 06-205 1 (EGS) 



EXHIBIT D 
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U.S. Department of Justice 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 




tVashington. D.C 20335 



MR VERNON BONNER June 1. 2006 

FPC 

DORM 208-103 

POST OFFICE BOX 1000 

OULUTH, MN 55814 1000 

Request No.: 1044401-000 
Subject BONNER, VERNON 

Dear Mr. Bonner 

This is in reference to your Freedom of Information-Privacy Acts (FOiPA) request. 

We have tocated approximately tSOO pages which appear to relate to your request. Under 
TiUe 28, Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Sections 16.11 and 16.49, there is a duplication tee of ten 
cents per page for every page released over 100. These regulations require us to notify requesters when 
anticipated charges exceed $25, and it all the pages are released, you will owe J 140 in duplication 
costs. Please remember this is only an estirriate; and if some of tt>e pages are withhetd or are not 
identifiatrfe with your subject, the actual charges could be less. 

You niay want to consider reducing ihe scope of your request. This would allow you both lo lower 
your costs and hasten the receipt of your infomnation. To streamline our operatior), we divide our requests 
into three tracks based on the amount of material to be processed: small {1-500 pages): medium (501- 
2500 pages) and large (2501 or more pages), with the small (rack having the fastest rale of processing. To 
accelerate the processing of your request, you must reduce the pages to be processed to 500 pages or 
less. Please let os know In writing if you are interested in discussing the possibility of reducing the scope of 
your request or if you are willing to pay the estimated duplication cost indicated in the above paragraph. 
Your written response sliould provkie a telephone number vrtiere you can be reached between the hours o( 
6:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.. EST. You may fax your response lo the folkjwing numljer:202-324-3752. Attention: 
Request Management Unit. You must include the FOlPA request numt>et in any oommunicaBon regarding 
this subject. 

As stated prevkiusly, the cost indicated is only an estimate: therefore, no pajmnent should be made 
at this time. Unless advised to tfte contrary, we are assuming that you are willing to pay fees. 



Sncerely yours. 



"^Jkli-^i 



David M. Hardy 
Sectfen Chief, 
Record/Information 

Dissemination Section 
Records Management Diviskin 
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TN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 



VERNON BONNER, 
Plaintiff, 



SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION, 
et ai,, 



Civil Action No. 06-2051 (EGS) 



EXHIBIT E 
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U.$. DepartniMt of Justice 



Federal Bureau of InvestigatiOD 




Washington. D.C 29535 



MRyERNON BONNER 



Subjecl: BONNER, VERNON 

FOIPANo, 1044401 

Dear Mr. Son ner; 

The enck)s«d documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Infontialion/Privacy Acts (FOlPA), TiHe 5, 
United Slaie$ Code, Section 552/552a. Detetions haw been made to protect infonnation which is exempt fronn disclosure, 
with the appfX>prlate exemptions noted on the page next to the exdsion. In addition, a deleted page information sheet was 
inserted in Itie file to indicate where pages were withheld entirely. The exemptions used to withtwkl information are mart<ed 
below and explained on the enclosed Form 0PCA-16a: 





Section 552 






Section 552a 


Q(b)(l) 






a<bK7){A) 


°(d)(5) 


s(b){2) 






D(b)(7)(B) 


C((){2) 


DfblOl 






I I I i i 

B o a a a 


D(k}(1} 








0(k)(2) 








D(I()(3) 








□{k)(4) 


□(b)(4> 






0(kH5) 


D{b)(5) 






mm 


□(kK6> 


a{b)(S) 








o(k)(7) 


109 pages 


were reviewed 


and 105 pages 







D Documenl(s> wei^ located which originated with, or contained information concerning other 
Government ag^cy(ie8) [OGA]. TTiis information has been: 

o referred to ttte OGA for review and direct response to you. 

n refen-ed to the OGA for consultation. The FBI will con^apond w*th you regarding this 
information when the consultation is finished. 

B You have the right lo appeal any denials in this release. Appeals should be directed in 
writing to ttie Co-Director, Office of Information and Privacy, U.S. Department of Justice.1425 
New York Ave.. NW, Suite 11050, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001 within sixty days from the 
date of this leltCT. The envelope and the letter should be clearly marked "Freedom of tnfonnatton 
Appear or "Information Appeal." Please cite the FOlPA number assigned to your request so that it 
may tje easily identilied. 
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a The enclosed material is from Ihe main irwesligative file(s} in wlikti the subject(s) of your request was 
Ihe focus of the Investigation. Our search located additional references, in files r^ating to ottier 
individuals, or mattere, whicii may or may not be about yoor subject{s). Our experience has shown, 
when idem, references usually contain infbnnation similar to the Information processed in the main file(s). 
Because of our significant tiacklog. we have given priority lo processing only the main investigative file(s). 
If you want the references, you must submit a separate request for them in writing, and »iey will be 
reviewed at a later date, as lime ar>d resources permit. 

B See additional information which follows. 



"BJld.-O 



David M. Hardy 
Section Ctwef 
Record/lnfonnatron 

Oissemirtatlon Section 
Records Management Division 



Enclosed is an excised copy of Chicago file 46-CG-1 11171, which is responsive lo your Freedom of 
Information/ Privacy Acts request. 

Enclosed are 1 00 free pages from the file responsive to your request. There are approximately 200Q 
pages remaining to be processed in this file. If you wish to receive the rest of this file, please remit a payment of 
$200.00 by money order, payatde lo the FBI. 
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EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 

(A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Bicecucive order to be kepi secr«t in ilie inlcrest of national defense or foreign 
policy and (B) are in Tact properly classified to such Executive order; 

(b)(2) related sole)y to the internal pei'sonnel rules and practices of an agency; 

(1)1(3) speciTtcaliy exennpled from disclosure by statute (other than section S52b of this title), provided that such statute{A) requires that the 
matlere be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave nc discretion on issue, or (B) esiabli^es particular criteria for 
; withholding or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

(b|;4) trade secrets and cormnercial or financial inFormaiion obtained from a person and privilegwi or conftdential; 

(btS) inier-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation 
I with the agency; 

(b^()) personnel and Kiedicat files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion oFpersonal privacy; 

(bl?) records or inronnation compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement 

I records or information ( A ) could be reasonably be KtpectKl to inierfere with enforcem«it proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person 

i of a right to a fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could be reasonably expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal 

I privacy, ( D ) could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a Slate, local, or foreign agency or 

I authority or any private institution which furnished infortnaiian an a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled 

i by a criminal law cnforceinent authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful natioital security 

< intelligence investigation, information furnished by a confideniial source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law 

\ enforcement investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions ifsuch 

! disclosure could reasonably be expected to risk circumr^'cntion of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or 

j physical safety of any individual; 

(b) [8) contained in or related to examination , operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behal f of, or for the use of an agency rc^wnsible for 
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

(bt9) geological and geophysical infomiation and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE S, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

(d][5) informationcompiledinreasonableanticipationofacivilaciion proceedi ng; 

(j)( ?) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law inc luding efforts to prevent, control, or rtdwct 
crime or apprehend criminals; 

(k|l ) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 
policy, for example, information involving mtelligence sources or nKthods; 

(fc)j;2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 

privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who funnshed information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 
would be held in confidence; 

(k)j|3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President ofthe United States oi any other individual pursuant 
to the authority of Title 18, United Stales Code. Section 3056; 

(kjM] required bystatutcto be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

(\f.)p) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity ofthe person who furnished 
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence 

(k)^) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointnnent or pronnotion in Federal Government service the 
release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

(k)|7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of w*ich would reveal the identity of the person 
who furnished the material pursuant lo a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence, 

FBI/DOJ 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 



VERNON BONNER, 
Plaintiff, 



SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION, 
et al.. 



Civil Action No. 06-2051 (EGS) 



EXHIBIT F 
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October 16, 2D06 



U.S. Departnent of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
ATTM; Davie M. Hardy 
Washlneton, DC 20530 



Re: Request Ko. 1044401-000 (FOIPA) 

Dear Hr. Hardy: 

As oi this date 10-09-06, I have not received the "Informatlan; that I 
requested. I would like to know what is the Status oC ny request. Please 
bill ne. 

If there is a problem^ please advise. 



Slac^F^y, 



Vernon Bonner 
I 06300027, FPC 
Dorm 208-103 
P.O. Box 1000 
DuLuth, MM 55814.1000 



CCi File Copy 

See Attached: Tfour letter's dated 6-01-06 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 



VERNON BONNER, 
Plaintiff, 



SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION, 
et al., 



Civil Action No. 06-2051 (EGS) 



EXHIBIT G 
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U.S. Department of Justice 




Federal Bureau of Invest iga lion 



Woihingion, D C. 20535 
J^^N BONNER Noweirt>er 23. 2006 

Subj«;t; BONNER, VERNON 

FOtPANo. 1044401 

Dear M(, Bonner: 

The enclosed documents were reviewed under (he Freedom (jf Informatbn/PiWacy Acte (FOIPA). Trtle 5, 
United States Code, Sedion SSZ/ssza. Deletions have been made to protect infonnatJon wfiicti is exempt from enclosure, 
witn the appropriate exerTiptiotis noted on (he page nexllo [lie exciston. In addition, a deleted page informaiion stieet was 
inserted in the file to indicate where pages were witliti^ enttreiy. The exemptions used to withhold intonnatioo are matted 
tMkw and explairted on the enOosed Form OPCA-1 6a: 



Section 552 




0(b)(1) 


a(b>(7)(A) 


«{b)(2) 


n(b)(7)(6) 


o(bl(31 


B(b)[7)(0 


nrhw7vni 


B(tilt71(El 


Qft>l(71/Fl 


a(b)(4) 


c{b)(e) 


a(b)(S) 


□(b)(S) 



0(d)t5) 

G(k)(1) 
0(k){2) 
□tk)(3) 
O0()(4> 
0(k>(5) 
°(k)(5> 

°Wm D(k)(7) 

109 pagK were reviewed and 155 pages are being released. 

a Ooaimen((s) were located which originated with, or contained inlonnafiofi concerning other 
Govemmem agency(iea) [0C3A], Tliis inforinafion has been: 

n referred to the OGA for review and direct response to you. 

a referred lo the OGA. tor cor^suHadw). TheFBtwiHcotresporvlwUhyouregBrtiingthis 

infO»maiion wtien the consuitaitton is tinisfied. 

B Voti have the right to 3fw>eal any denials in liiis release. App«Bla showkJ be directed in 
wnUng to the Co-Director, Office of Information and Privacy, U.S. Department of Justice 142S 
New York Ave., NW, Suite 1 105Q, Washington, O.C, 20530-OOOt within sixty days frorri the 
date of this letter. The envelope and the fetter should be clearly marked "Freedorr of Information 
Appear or ■'information Appeal.' Please cite the FOIPA mimt>er assigned to your request so that it 
may Ue easily klenlifled. 
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□ The enclosAd rialerial is Uam the main irweaigalive fite(») in which the aubject($) of your request was 
the focus of the investigation. Our search located additional references, in files relating to ottier 
individuals, or maUers, wt»ch may or may nol be atwul your sut>jec((s). Our experience has shown, 
wl-ien tdeni, references usually contain irvfotmation similar lo the informaiton pfooessed in the main fi(e{s). 
Qecavse ol our significant backlog, we have given priority lo processing only the main investigative nie(s). 
If you want tiie references, you must submin a separate request for them in writing, and they will be 
reviewed ai a later dale, as time and resources pwm'H. 

a See additional inforrnaiion which folbws. 



f^ecords Management OivisiOTt 



Enctesed is an excised copy of Chicago file 46-CG-1 11 171 . which is responsive to yogr Freedom of 
Infoimation/ Privacy Acts request. 

Enclosed are 100 free pages from the file responsive to your request. There are approximately 2000 
pages remaning to be processed in this fii«. If you wish to receive the rest ol this He, please remit a pawront ot 
>^00.O0 by money order, peyable to Ihe FBI. 
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E?!PLANATIO^ OF EXEMPTIOT/S 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE S, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 

(bKl) (A) specificallv aiithorizcd t.inderc[ileriac!>t!iblf5h«f by an FxccuUvsoHkrtohe Lcpt sucrtl iitihc in(er«$i or national defense or Torcign 
policy wiU iO) are in lael properly classified in such Exixutivc onicr; 

fl>X2) related solely lolhcitiKma.! persunncl niks and prac<iccs of an agency; 

(b)(3) spocificalty u^mptttd from disclnsumhy siaiuic (other than si-clion 552b'Of this Jiilcj.prnvidod (hat such slaiiite(A) requires thdt the 
tnaners be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discreUon on issue, or (B) establishes panicotar criieria for 
viithholdtngorrcrersiopanicular type$grmaners to be wtUtheld; 

(bX'l) (rad» secrets and cominerciai or (iiumcird inrormaiionoblained from a person and privileged or eonlidenlial; 

(b)(5"l inler-agencj' or intra-ftgency memoiandnins or le«ers whidi woolcl not be available by la* «> a pai^ cAtva Ihan an agency in litigation 
withihe igcnty; 

(bK6J personnel and medical flics and Simitar filesthedisclosureof vvhrch would ecnsiivute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal prtv^y; 

(bK7) records or information compiled for law enforcemeni purposes, but only to ihe extent that the ptodttctionof swch law enforcement 

records 01 inCormation I ftlcooldbcroasonablybe wptaed to interfere with enforcenMnipnKeedings.iB) would depriveaperson 
oF a right to a lair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could be leasonably e^Lpecied to constitute an unwarranted invasion orpcrsorva) 
privacy, ( D ) et>uld reasonably be expected 10 disclose the ideniity orconfKlcntial soutm, including a Siait, local, oi foreign agency or 
auUioriiy orany private insiituiioo which furnished information on aeonfidentiat basis, and, in Ihe case of i«cor<f or Infoimation compiled 
by s criminal law enforcement authority in the course ot'a criininal investigation, or by iin agency conducting t lawftil naiionul security 
intelligence investigation, information lumished by a confidential source. (E) would disclose techniques and procedures for law 
enforcement invcstisatiuns or prosecutions, nr would disclose guidelines for law enfbreemeot Investigalions or prosecutions if such 
disclosure could reasonably be expected to risk circumvention ofUie law. or ( F ) could tcasottably be expet;tcd to en 
physical safety of any individual' 

(hK») 

(b)(9) ew logical and geophysical infonnation and data, including maps, conccmine wells. 
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 5SJi 

aXi) inforraation ccmpiled in rea-^wnable anticipalioti of a civil aclion pioceedingi 

(kX 1 ) informaton which is currcmly and properly eiassilieii puisuani to an Executive order in the interest of the national defenje or Foreign 
policy, for example, inforniiition involving intelligence sotirces or methods^ 

(kK2) investigatory rttaterial compiled for taw cnrorcenwnt purposes, other than criminal, which did not insult in loss of a tight, benefit or 

privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a sourct: who furnished information pursuaoi to a promise that hisflwtdentily 
would be held in confidcni^; 

(lc){3) material maintained in connection with providing protective scrvioa to the f resident of the Unitwl States or any other individual pursuant 
to the authority o) Title 18, Uniied Stales Code. Secttwi J056; 

(kK4> ictpiiied by statute to be maintaijied and used solely as sialislical records; 

(kXS) invtsiigatoiy maicrial eomipiled solely for the purpose of ttetenninjne suitability, eligibility, or quaJincalions for Federol Civilian 
cmploymenl or for access to classilied informalion, the disclosure of which would reveal the identitv of the pe«on who fumishtd 
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity v»ould be hsld in confidence; 

ik)(6) testing or examination material used to deiertnine individual quatificstions for appointment or promotion in Federal Qovetnmcnt service the 
reteasc of wPiiuh wooW compromise the testing or examrnmion prw:(3,NL 

(kX7) material used to tletennine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosut* of which would reveal the identity of tlic person 
who furnished the materia) pursuant to a promise that hisrticr identity would be hcM in confKlenee. 

FBI/D()J 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 



VERNON BONNER, 



SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION 
ETAL. 

Defendants. 



eNo. 06-CV-2051-(EGS) 



DECLARATION OF JOHN W. KORNMEIER 
I, John W. Kommeier declare the following to be a true and correct statement of facts: 

1) I am an attorney advisor with the Executive Office for United States Attorneys 
("EOUSA"), United States Department of Justice. In that capacity, my responsibilities include: acting 
as liaison with other divisions and offices of the Department of Justice ("DOJ") in responding to 
requests and the litigation filed under both the Freedom of Information Act ("FOIA"), 5 U.S.C. §552 
(1988), and the Privacy Act of 1974, 5 U.S.C. §552a (1988) ("PA"); the review of FOIA/PA requests 
for access to records located in this office and 94 United States Attorney's offices ("USAO's") and the 
case files arising tiierefrom; the review of correspondence related to requests; the review of searches 
conducted in response to requests; the location of responsive records; and preparation of responses 
thereto by the EOUSA to assure that determinations to withhold (or to release) such responsive records 
are in accordance with the provisions of both the FOIA and the PA, as well as the Department of 
Justice regulations (28 C.F.R. §§16.3 et. seq. and §16.40 et. sea.Y 

2) As an attorney advisor of the FOIA/PA Unit, EOUSA, I have authority to release and/or 
withhold records requested under the FOIA/PA, and to advocate the position of the EOUSA in actions 
brought under these Acts. The statements I make hereinafter are made on the basis of my review of 
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the official files and records of EOUSA, on my own personal knowledge, or on the basis of 
infonnation acquired by me through the perfonnance of my official duties. 

3) Due to the nature of my official duties, I am familiar with the procedures followed by this 
office in responding to the FOIA/PA request(s) made to EOUSA by the above-captioned Plaintiff, 
Vernon Bonner (hereinafter referred to as "Mr. Bonner "). 

4) By letter dated February 20, 2006, Mr. Bonner submitted a FOIA request asking for specific 
records in the USAO for the Northern District of Indiana; see Exhibit A for a copy of this letter. 

5) EOUSA notified Mr. Bonner that he had not included a certificate of identification as 
required by DOJ regulations and that he must submit one. After receiving the certificate of 
identification fixim Mr. Bonner, EOUSA opened up a new request, assigned number 06-1704 to the 
request, and on June 14, 2006 forwarded the request to the USAO for the Northern District of Indiana 
for a search. The USAO found no records. 

6) By letter dated October 16, 2006, EOUSA responded to request no. 06-1704 stating that 
there were no records found in the Northem District of Indiana; see Exhibit B for a copy of this letter. 

7) Mr. Bonner filed an administrative appeal of the "no records" response with the Office of 
Information and Privacy ("OIP"). By letter dated June 15, 2007, OIP ruled on his appeal on request 
no. 06-1704 stating that it had determined that EOUSA had conducted an adequate search, and, 
thereby was affirming EOUSA's action; see Exhibit C for a copy of OIP's letter. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. Executed on August 
^ 2007. 




John Konmieier 
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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT F;qfWAL 1" 
REQUEST FOR INFORMATION,- '' 



DATE-. February 20. 7006 - ^ _.. - -■ : ' ! '■ |fn 1 1 ,.™ If I' 



AGENCY: UNITED STATES ATTOKNEY 



5400 Federal Plaza. Suite 1500 




■FEB 2 4 200G 



CITY, STATE Hammond, Indiana 46320 



Dear Agency Officials: 

As pursuanLIo U-S-C. 5S552 of FOIA, and O.S.C. 5S552(a) Privacy Act, 
I herein make a formal requesL for copies of all request-ed reasonably 
ident,ifiable records as are lisi-ed in Ihis request-. 

IDENTIFYING PERSONAL INFORMATION 
NAME: Vernon Bonner 



P.O. Box 1000; FPC; Do; 



CITY, STATE, ZIP: DuLuth, iW 55814.1000 
BIRTHDATE: April L. 



BIRTHPLACE: St, Louis, MO 



SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER: 



CAS^ XSX NUMBER: Docket No. 2: 00-CR-55-(l)RL 
MARSHAL'S SERVICE NUMBER: Unknovm 



I am a prisoner in i-he Federal Prison Camp, of iJie Bureau of Prisons, 
and my funds for paying copy cosi-s are quile limi-Led- Recognizing the 
fees listed in 0-S.C- 5 §552 (4) (A) (III) , I request copies be made 
and sent to me as quickly as possible, understanding no fees will 
be charged if less than two hours search time, or less than 100 
copies are made, as pursuant to U.S.C. 5S552 (iv) (II) . 

If your agency requires a certain form for Freedom Of Information Act 
Requests, please send an official copy of said form, as the prison 
camp does not have access to Federal Procedural Forms L. Edition. 
And if said request requires notarization by your agency, please 
advise me as quickly as possible. 

REASONABLY IDENTIFIABLE RECORD 

Under The Freedcan of Information Act, all agencies, as identified as 
such within Section 552, must make available to the public any a nd all 
records requested, with the exception of those which are exempte^J^"^ 
by agency rule and by statute, "nie Act is to be broadly construe 
favor of disclosure and its exemptions are to be narrowly constr 
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as seL forth in Anderson V. Departjoent. of Health and Human Services , 
907 F.2d 936, C.A- 10 (Dtah) 1990. The requestor has the obligation 
to generate a reasonable description identifying the requested record. 
Sears V- Gottschalk , 502 F-2d 122, cert denied, 98 S.Ct- 2680. However, 
once a record has been reasonably described and identified, and record 
is not exempt by statute, the agency has the responsibility to produce 
the requested document (s) , Bristol-Myers Co. V. F.T.C. , 424 F.2d 935, 
C.A.D.C., cert denied 91 S.Ct. 46. 

RKASOHABLY IDENTIFIABI£ RECORD (S) REQUESTED 

Docket Mo. 2: 00-CR-55-(I) RL ^ 



Veberans Administration Fraud Investigation" Report File Mo. 24-896-511/10 . 
Bates Stamp Number Starting at OOOIOI. Special Agent Bryant Penton. VA/OIG . 

Any and all Telephone Records. 

"^^^ P-^wes and Reports of any Private Investigators/ Government's Investiga- 
tors that were used on this case. 

Any and all 302 reports concerning this Case. _^_^___ 
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As pursuant to 5 U-S. § 552 (6) (A) (i) , this agency has ten working days, 
not including weekends and legal holidays, to either comply with 
request and produce the records, or to innnediately notify the requestor 
of the failure by the agency to cCMnply with the request for said record ( s) . 
Should "unusual circumstances" arise in complying with this request, 
as pursuant to 5 O.S. S 552(6) (B) , this agency is to notify the requestor 
of the specific date the record{s) will be dispatched. See Pollack V- 
. Department of Justice , 49 F.3d 115, cert denied, 116 S.Ct. 130, 133 L.Ed. 
2d 78. 

I respectfully thank you for your assistance in obtaining copies of 
the records reque 

Vernon Bonner 

Requestor Signature 

Dated: 2-20-06 



1?^ 
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U.S. Departm of Justice 



600 E Street. N. W.. Ro<m 7300 

Washinglon, D.C. 20530 

202-6 IM757 Fta 202-616-6478 



Request Number: J6J704 Date of Receipt: 04-06-06 

Requester: Vernon Bonner 



Subj ect: Self(specific recordsl/INN 

Dear Requester: ^'^' J 6 

In response to your Freedom of Information Act and/or Privacy Act request, the 
paragraph(s) checked below apply: 

1 . [ ] A search for records located in EOUS A - has revealed no 

responsive records regarding the above subject. 

2. [ X ] A search for records located in the United States Attorney's OfFice(s) for th e Northern 
District of Indiana has revealed no responsive records regarding the above subject. 
Additionally, there are no private investigators. 

3. [ ] After an extensive search, the records which you have requested cannot be located. 

4. [ ] Your records have been destroyed pursuant to Department of Justice guidelines. 

5. [ ] Please note that your original letter was split into separate fUes ("requests"), for processing 

purposes, depending on the nature of what you sought. Each file was given a separate 
Request Number (listed below), for which you have received or will receive a separate 
response: . 

This is the final action on this above-numbered request. You may appeal this decision on 
this request by writing within 60 days from the date of this letter to the Office of Information and 
Privacy, United States Department of Justice, 142S New York Avenue, Suite 11050, 
Washington, D.C. 20530-0001. Both the letter and envelope should be marked "FOIA Appeal." 
If you are dissatisfied with the results of any such administrative appeal, judicial review may 
thereafter be available in U.S. District Court, 28 C.F.R. §16.9. 

Sincerely, 



William G. Stewart II 
Acting Assistant Director 



Enclosure(s) 



Form No. 005 -2/06 
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U.S. Department ''Justice 

Office of Information and Privacy 

RCClIVIID — 



Telephone: (202) 514-3642 



ZG07JUH2O m 



JUNU2007 



Mr. Vemon Bonner 
Register No. 06300-027 
Federal Prison Camp 
Post Office Box 1000 
Duluth,MN 55814-1000 



Appeal No. 07-1281 
Request No. 06-1704 3<m^ 
JTR:SRO 



Dear Mr. Bonner: 



You appealed from the action of the Executive Office for United States Attorneys 
(EOUSA) on your request for access to copies of certain investigative records pertaining to your 
criminal case. 

Ajfter carefully considering your appeal, I am affirming EOUSA's action on your request. 
EOUSA infonned you that it could locate no records responsive to your request in its fdes. I 
have determined that EOUSA's response was correct, and that it conducted an adequate, 
reasonable search for records responsive to your request. The investigative records pertaining to 
your criminal case likely have been returned to the government agencies from which they 
originated. If you have not already done so, I suggest that you make new requests for records 
directly to those agencies. 

If you are dissatisfied with my action on your appeal, you may seek judicial review in 
accordance with 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(B). 



Sincerely, 




Janice Galli McLeod 
Associate Director 



m/s0 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF INDIANA 



VERNON BONNER, 

Plaintiff, 

V. 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE et.al .. 



DECLARATION OF DIANE L. BERKOWITZ 
I, Diane L. Berkowitz, declare the following to be a true and correct statement of facts: 

1) This Declaration addresses the searches that I conducted for records responsive to the 
FOIA request made by Mr. Vernon Bonner. 

2) I am an Assistant United States Attorney in the Criminal Division of the United 
States Attorney's Office ("USAO"), Northern District of Indiana. I have held this position for 
qjproximately 14 years. 

3) In June 2006, 1 received a FOIA Request ftom Vernon Bonner asking for the 
following items: VA file, report No. 24-896-511/10, from Special Agent Bryant Penton, any and all 
telephone records, the names and reports of private investigators/government investigators who 
were used in the case, and any and all 302 reports concerning the case. It should be noted fliat Mr. 
Bonner was convicted on September 22, 2000 (2:00 CR 55) and his conviction affirmed on 
September 13, 2002 (01-2192 7* Circuit). His FOIA request was received by this office ahnost 4 
years after the 7* Circuit affirmed his conviction and sentence. 

4) It is the standard practice and procedure of this ofSce upon conclusion of an ^ipeal to 
prepare a case for submission to the record center. This process involves removing and shredding 
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all grand jury documejits and investigative reports. Evidence is typically returned to the 
investigative agency. This is a district policy that has been in effect since 1987. 

5) The case of Vernon Bonner was no exception to the rule. Ottier than court 
pleadings, trial subpoenas, and court transcripts all other material was removed fiom the file 
following the 7* Circuit's affirmation of Mr. Bonner's conviction. 

6) On June 27, 2006 I requested my secretary Barbara Ronciak search the Legal 
Information Network System ("LIONS") database. LIONS is the case management/tracking system 
used by USAOs to record and maintain up-to-date information on cases and matters opened by 
Assistant U.S. Attorneys ("AUSAs"). 

7) When I received EOUSA's request, Ms. Ronciak searched the LIONS database at my 
request and did not find any entries for Mr. Bonner in tbe LIONS database. 

8) Both Ms. Ronciak and I reviewed tiie file that had been prepared for shipping to tiie 
records center and find none of the materials Mr. Boimer seeks. 

9) On June 27, 2006, 1 notified EOUSA that I could not locate any records responsive to 
Mr. Bonner's request 

10) On October 30, 2003, EOUSA requested that I make a statement regarding the 
searches my secretary and I conducted in June 20O6. 1 declare under penalty of perjury that the 
foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed this 16 day of August 2007 
Hammond, Lidiana 




. DIANE L. BERKOVV 
ASSISTANT U.S. ATTC5RNEY 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ESIDIANA 
HAMMOND, INDIANA 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 



VERNON BONNER, 
Plaintiff, 



SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION, 
Defendant. 



Civil Number 06-2051 EGS 



DECLARATION OF ETHEL BURROWS 

DECLARATION OF ETHEL BURROWS 

I, ETHEL BURROWS, declare and say: 

1 . I am a Division Director in the Office of Public Disclosure (OPD) of the Social 
Security Administration (SSA). This Office is responsible for establishing policies and 
practices to administer the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. § 552; the 
Privacy Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552a; the Internal Revenue Code provision on disclosure, 
26 U.S.C. § 6103, as it pertains to SSA; section 1 106 of the Social Security Act, 
42 U.S.C. § 1306; SSA regulations on disclosure, 20 C.F.R. Parts 401 and 402; and other 
disclosure issues. In addition, OPD is responsible for deciding whether to release or 
withhold records under the FOIA. 

2. I have personal knowledge of procedures used in handling FOL^ requests for 
information from SSA files pursuant to title 5 United States Code, section 552. 

3. By letter dated February 13, 2006, the Office of the hispector General (OIG) in 
SSA's Chicago Regional Office, received a letter from Vernon Bonner requesting his: 
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"Chicago Social Security Fraud Investigation" Report a 200 page 
document start at Bates Stamp Number 000201-0004000. 

Special Agent Norene S. Williams, SSA/OIG/OI 
Assistant Special Agent-In-Charge Thomas McCarter 

Any and all information concerning this "Social Security 
Fraud Investigation" and Private Investigators/Government's 
Investigators used on this case. Any and all reports concerning 
Vernon Bonner & Maria Magana-Bonner. 

We would like this information that you "WithHeld" during our 
trial, this was a Brady v. Maryland, 373 US 83 (1963) and Jencks 
V. United States, 353 US 657 (1957) & Criven v. Roth, 
172 F.3d 991, 996 (7*'' Cir. 1999). Disclose evidence. 

Attached hereto and marked as Exhibit A is a true and correct copy of 
Mr. Bonner's FOIA request of February 13, 2006. 

4. On March 27, 2006, the OIG, in Headquarters mailed a letter to 
Mr. Bonner, informing him that because he also requested information for his wife, 
Maria, SSA needed to have Maria's authorization for the release of her own records 
before the requested information could be released to him. Upon receipt of Maria's 
authorization, OIG informed Mr. Bonner that SSA could release the requested records. 
Attached hereto and marked as Exhibit B is a true and correct copy of the letter sent by 
OIG on March 27, 2006. 

5. On May 5, 2006, OIG, Headquarters, received the authorization for release of 
information from Ms. Bonner. Attached hereto and marked as Exhibit C is a true and 
correct copy of the letter received from Mr. and Mrs. Bonner on May 5, 2006. 

6. On May 23, 2006, OIG, Headquarters, faxed the February 1 3, 2006, FOIA 
request to OPD. 
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7. On June 12, 2006, OPD received a copy of the redacted investigative file ftom 
OIG. 

8. On October 23, 2006, OPD sent a letter and released requested documents, as 
appropriate, to Mr. Bonner. Attached hereto and marked as Exhibit D is a true and 
correct copy of the letter sent to Mr. Bonner by SSA on October 23, 2006. 

9. On November 2, 2006, Mr. Bonner Initiated a Complaint in the United States 
District Court for the District of Columbia. That complaint was filed by the Court on 
November 30, 2006. SSA was served on December 4, 2006. Mr. Bonner indicated in the 
complaint that he had not received a response from SSA regarding his February 13, 2006, 
FOIA request. Attached hereto and marked as Exhibit E is a true and correct copy of the 
Complaint filed by Mr. Bonner. 

10. As indicated above, SSA responded to Mr. Bonner's February 13, 2006, FOIA 
request on October 23, 2006. 

1 1 . OPD has received no appeal from Mr. Bonner regarding its October 23, 2006, 
response to his FOIA. 



I declare under the penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 
Executed on July Q-J 2007. \. 

Bv: (^^^^^^-^^-^^^- 



Ethel Burrows 

Division Director 

Office of Public Disclosure 

Social Security Administration 
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FREEDOM OF IHFOKMATICm ACT I^OEMflL 
REQUEST FOR ISFOBMATION 



DATE: FeTarttaxY 13. 2Q06 

OFFICE OF THE IHSPECTOR GBNEBAL , 
AGEHCYs OFFICE OF IWESTIGATIOH/ Social Security Admlnlstr atiotL 



ADDRESS; 200 West Adams. Sulce 2951 
CITY, SiATE CHICAGO. IL 60606 



Dear Agency Officials: 

As pursuant to U.S.C. 5§552 of FOIA, and D.S-C. 5S552 (a) Privacy Act, 
. .^. iierein make, a formal request for copies of all requested reasonably 
identifiable records as are listed in tjils request,, 

■ I ■ 

IDEKTIFYIHG PERSOHAI. ntFOEMATION 

HAMK: VarHQn Bonner & Mgria Magana-Bonner \ 

AUDRRSSi P.O. Box 1000; FPC; Dorm 208-103 ^ ' 

CITY, STATE, ZIP: DtiLuth, ^qs 55$14.1Q0Q i 

: BIETfiDAXE: Vemon- April 1> / Maria Aprxl 25 . 

BIRTHPLACE 1 Yaraoa, St.Louis, MO / Maria. Mexico I 

SOCIAI. SECDRITI MUMBERi Varnon, y Maria ■ 

FBI NDMBER: 01 File Ho. C-9S-00227-F 

MARSHAL'S SERVICE HOMBER; Unknown ■ 



I am a prisoner in the Federal Prison Camp, of the Bureau of Prisons, 
and my funds for paying copy costs are quite limited. Recognizing tbe 
fees listed in U.S. C. 5 §552 (4) (A) (III), I retjaest copied be made 
and sent to me as quickly as possible. Understanding no flees will 
be charged if less than two hours search time, or less tWan 100 
copies are made, as pursuant to u.S.C. 5S552 (iv) (II) . \ 

If yoi?r agency requires a certain form for Freedom Of Information Act 
Requests, please send an official copy of said form, as the prison 
camp does not have access to Federal Procedural Forms L. iEdition. 
And if said request requires notarization by your agency ; please 
advise me as quickly as possible. . \ 

RE&SOMABLY IDEHTITiaKLE RECORP 

Under The Freedom of information Act, all agencies, as identified as 
such within Section 552* mast make available to the public any and ill 
records requested ^ with the exception of those which are I exempted 
by ageaicy rule and by statute. The Act is to be broadly construed in 
favor of disclosure and its exemptions are to be narrowiy^ construed, A 
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as set forUi in Andferscai V^ De^axtjneat of Health and HiMnaii S errices 
907 F,2d 936, C.A. 10 (Utah) 1990. The requestor has the obligation 
to generate a reasonable description identifying the requested record. 
Sears V- GottschalX , 502 F.2a 122, cert denied, 98 S.ct. 2680. However, 
once a record has been reasonably described and identified | and record 
is not exempt by statute, the agency has the responsibility to produce 
the requested doctment(s) , Bristol-Myers Co, V , p.T,C,, 424 F 2d 935 
C.A*D.C-, cert denied 91 s.ct. 46, '"^ ' 

REaSOwaBLy IDENTXPIABI^ KECOED (S) REQUESTED \ 

I 



'Chicago Social Security Fraud Inves tlgatioB" Report a 200 page AioctimeBY-. ^f^i-r- 



ing at Bates Stamp Mumber 00020 X-OQQ4Q0. 



Special Agent Horene S, Wlllxams, 3SA/0Ig/0I 
Assisant Special Aaent-In-charise Thprnaa McCarter 



, Any a^d all i^or^tion ccncemlns this "Social gac..^.■i^v Tr..„^ iJv..^...w..» .^. 
, ;PHlSi^ate iDvastlBatoxs/ Goverx>^en t ■ s Inve^ tl ^^f orB u^^d o. rh.-. .j... .„. ..^ .^^ 
repprt^ concerning Vernon Bonner & M g rla Ma^ aTia-B tmiier . ' I . 



We would lUce thlc inforn..t:fo. that^'^roti -^ithHPld" A.....^ .,.^ .^^ . ,^,. „.. 
g Brady V. Maryland, 373 US fl3 (196j) and J^rTr. v. ir^^t-.. >.^..i,. ,,, „. ..7 . 
1957) .& Crlv^ V. Roth. 17? F.Sd QQI. PP. p .. ... ,... ^ p,^ ,^,,, _.,„„^„ 
Mall address foi: Maria; ^^ 



Maria Mafiaaa-Bonner. # innnQ-nAi , t^^^.^^i p^j^^„ p,^^. ^^,^,.,j 
P.O. Bo x A ! Alderson. W. ?A. 269in ; 
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As pursuant to 5 D.S. S 552(6) (A) (i) » this agencry has ten Iworking days, 
not including -weekends and legal holidays, to either ccaapiy with 
request and produce the records^ or to iaimedxately notify jthe requestor 
of the failure by the agency to ccnnply with the request for said record (s). 
Should "unusual circumstances" arise in complying with this request, 
as pursuant to 5 n.s, S 552(6) (B) , this ageincy is to notify the requestor 
of the specific date the record (s) will be dispatched. See Pollack V^ 
Department of Justice , 49 F.3d 115, cert denied, 116 S.Cti 130, 133 L*Ed. 
2d 73, 



I respectfully thanlt you for your assistance in obtaining 
the records xegfii^ted. 



Vernon Bonner 



copies of 



Requestor Signature 
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MAR 27 2Kj6 

SOCIAL SECURITY 

CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Vemon Bonner 
P.O. Box 1000 FPC 
Donn 208-103 
Duluth,MN 55814-1000 

Dear Mr. Bonner: 

This office is in receipt of the Freedom of Information Act request you sent to the Social Security 
Administration, Office of Disclosure Policy, dated February 13,2006. 

In your letter you request any and aU information, along with all reports, for both yourself as well as your 
wife Maria Magana-Bonner, related to the "Chicago Social Security Fraud Investigation." Please note 
that because you have also requested information for Maria, in order to accommodate your request we 
also need to have her signature, indicating her authorization for the release of her own records. If you 
will provide us with her signature and authorization, we will then be able to forward you the complete set 
of records that you have requested at one time. A sample copy of a document containing language that 
would suffice for this purpose is enclosed for your convenience. 

Please obtain that authorization and send it to the address listed below: 

Social Security Administration 

Office of the Inspector General 

Office of the Chief Counsel to the Inspector General 

ATTN: Peter W.Johnson 

Room3-ME-l 
6401 Security Boulevard 
Baltimore, MD 21235 

If you have any questions regarding this request, please call Peter Johnson at 
(410) 966-6142. 



Sincerely, 



Peter W. Johnson 
Staff Attorney 



SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION BALTIMORE MD 21235-0001 



B 



^^ 



Case 1 :06-cv-02051 -EGS Document 20-5 Filed 09/1 2/2007 Page 9 of 1 6 



B1CEI¥ED 
MAY 5 2006 

April 5, 2006 «5Q%\n[«*-* ^* 

Social Security Administration 
Office of the Inspector General 
Office of the Chief Counsel to 
the Inspector General 
ATTN: Peter W, Johnson 
Room 3-ME-l 

6401 Security Boulevard 
Baltimore, MD 21235-0001 



Dear Mr, Johnson: 

Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. Section 552a(b), I authorize the Social Security 
Administration, Office of the Inspector General to release any and'and all 
information relating to me to: / 



Vernon Bonner or Maria Magana-Bonner 

Yours tculy, 

ic2_ t^^k^k^i-^UJ[k£US^ 28 U.S.C. § 1746 

Vernon Bonner & Maria Magana-Mnner 



Maria Magana-Bonner 

10009-041; B4 

Box A 

Alderson, WV 24910-0990 



S-. ^D6G. 
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October 24, 2006 



SOCIAL SECURITY 



Refer to; 
S9H; PN0483 



Mr. Vernon Bonner 
P.O. Box 1000 
FPC;Donn 208-103 
DuLuth, MN 55814-1000 



Dear Mr. Bonner: 



This IS m response to your Februaiy 13, 2006, request for information under the Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA). Your request states that you want the information that was ' Vithheld" 
durmg your trial regarding the Social Security Fraud Investigation and Private 
Investigation/Government's Investigators used in the case against you and your wife (Maria 
Magana-Bonner). We subsequently received the written consent of your wife to disclose 
mfonnation about her to you. 

I have considered your request under the Privacy Act (5U.S.C. § 552a), the Freedom of 
Information Act (5U.S.C. § 552), and the Internal Revenue Code (IRC) (26 U.S.C. § 6103). 

We have identified 260 pages of information responsive to your request, of which 234 pages are 
enclosed with this letter. I have, however, withheld 26 pages and deleted portions of 1 12 pages 
as portions of these pages and the pages withheld contain personal mformation about living 
individuals that would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy I have 
therefore, deteimmed that disclosure of this information would be a clearly unwarranted 
mvasion of personal privacy, and that the infonnation is exempt under the FOIA (5U S C 6 
552(b)(6)), 

Exemption 6 permits the government to withhold all information about mdividuals in 
"personnel and medical files and similar files" when the disclosure of such information 'Vould 
constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy." 

FmthCT, the FOIA exempts fi-om mandatory disclosure personal information about hving 
mdiiaduals that would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy We do 
not chsclose personal infonnation about livmg mdividuals from Social Security records under 
the cm;umstanees of your request unless disclosure would serve the public interest to a degree 
the outweighs the individual's right to privacy (5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(6)) 



-y 
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There is no fee for processii^ this request. 

If you disagree witii iMs decision, you may request a review. Mail your appeal within 30 days 

after you r«:eivetbs letter to the Executive Director forthe Office ofPubhcDil^W^ 
Security Administration, 6401 Security Boulevani, Baltimore, Maryland 21235 ZTie 
envelope "Freedom of Infommtion Appeal." 

Sincerely, 



WiUieJ.Polk 

Freedom of Information Officer 

Enclosure 
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raiTKD STATES DISIRICT COORT FOR TOE DISTRICT OF OOLmOilJf^^^ 



i O63OO-027 
P.O.. BOX lOOO 
DDLDTH, HH 55814, 

Plaintiff, 
VS. 

SOCIAL SBCOUnT ABIIIHISTRAnOH 

6401 SEcaivn ^ms^vAsD 

BALrmORE, MD HD 21235, 

DEPAKTtlEIIT OF TEIEKAMS AFFAIHS 
1800 G SIRJGER, N.V., 
WASHINGKXI, D.C. 2OO06, 

UNITED STATES ATTCOHErS 

600 EAST SnUBCT, M.W., RDOH 7300 

tfASiTTwnYiir.^ T^^/^ 7n''mj 



AND 

FKDiffltAL BTOEAn OF IMVESTIGAHOH 
P.B.I. , BLTO., 935 PBWISTL7AHIA AVE. 
VACnTHc«nB DC. 20535-0001, 

DEFfintAHTS. 




CASE NUMBER 1:06CV02051 
JUDGE: Emmet G. Sullivan 
DECK TYPE: FOIA/Privacy Act 
DATE STAMP: |B/m/2006 



OOMPLAmr TO CMIPEL PRODOCriOM OF kEOOKDS PORSOAHT TO 5 DSCS » 352 FREEDOM 
OF UtFOBH&nfm ACT <FOIA> 

«o« «mes, Plaintiff, Vernon Botmer, Pro Se, not an attorney but a lay-perBon 
before this Honorable Court in the above Matter: 

omisDicnoM 

This federal Court has jurisdiction over this Matter. 



Venue lies in your discrict, 
PLAIHTIFP 



Plaintiff, ie a federal prisoner who was convicted in federal Court by a Jury for 
fraud. Certain reports and documents were withheld by the Government. 



TT/Sp-d 0SS0 A6S 0Tt7 



SNItTD NIWab/'DQO 



TS:9T i00S--TT-N«r 
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Defeudants ar^ the Social Security Admlnlstratio.. (SSA) , Department of Veterans , 
Affairs (VA), United State. Attorneys (USA), attd Federal Bur.a. of Investie^tlou 
(FBI). Thete Ageacys have certain reports and documents that were withheld fro« 
the Plaintiff. 

SIATEHERT OF FACTS 
I 

SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION (SSA) 

A. On or .bout February 13, 2006 I Plaintiff, mailed a FOIA form to tha Social 
Security Administration Office of Inspector General (SSA/OIG) for a copy of the 

^ ;;u.t:aso;>oeiAr^Am'ity Ha U ' Jl^vesUgatlou (UhUJ reporltd. Oase File Ho. ^ 

<>-98-00227-F, ty Special Agent Norene S, tfilliams, SSA/OIG. Agent Williams tes- 
tified at Plaintiff trial, the Prosecutors and Agent MiUiams never give-lnKei... 
(t&£efleg.'jfhS V-S^n?!. reports, 

B. Requesting reports of Private Investigators and Government Investigators. 

C- On or about March 20. 2006 I Plaintiff, remalled a copy of the FOIA form to .', 
the "SSA/OIG." 

». On or about March 27, 2006 I Plaintiff, received a letter from the "SSA/OIG" 
related to the "CSSFI" reports and documents chat I Plaintiff had requested. 
Mr. Peter W. Johnson staff attorney for the Office of the Chief Counsel to the 
Inspector General informed me that he Mr. Johnson uould send the "Bonners" both 
of the "CSSFI" reports and that they needed Maria Magana-Bonner signature for 
approval. 

E. On or about April 2006 Maria and I mailed an Affidavit to staff attorney Mr, -. 
Johnson with our signature to send the "CSSFl" reports to the "Bonners," 



-2- 
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P. On or about September 26, 2006 I Plaintiff, .^lled a letter to "SSA/OIG" 
staff attotney Mr. Johnson informing him that the "Bonners" have not received 
the "CSSFI" reports. 

H 
DEPARTMEW OF VKIHlAaB ATPAIRS (VA) 

A. On or about February 20, 2006 I Plaintiff, mailed a FOIA form request to 
the "Department of Veterans Affairs Office of Inspector General (VA/OIG) for a 
copy of the "VeteranB Affairs Fraud Investigation" report[s]. Case File No. 24- 
896-511-10, by Special Agent Brian Penton. Agent Penton testified at Plaintiff 
trial, this report was never given to Plaintiff by Prosecutor or Agent Penton. 

— ^ ^ ''"P7 "f t-h B Trnn rmunfft fnm . »a^ .., alr n mnHlr^rl r- ^>,n •■^. >■ r »^chlnetoa, 

D.C., on or about February 24, 2006, 

C. On or about April 17, 2006 1 Plaintiff, received a letter from the "VA" Mr. 
Eawtence J. Tiniko, Director of Opperational Support Division in Washington, DC. 

D. On or atout October 10. 2006 I Plaintiff, «aUed a letter to Mr. Tlmko, in- 

fornlng him that I have not received the Investigation report[s] that I had re- 

ques ted . 

Ill 
DOTTED STATES ATTGKBHfS (USA) 

A. On or about February 20. 2006 I Plaintiff, mailed a FOIA request form to the , 
United States Attorneys (USA) requesting the "Veterans Affaire Fraud Investiga- 
tion" report[s]. Case File Wo. 24^96^511-10, Special Agent Brian Penton testi- 
fied at Plaintiff trial. 

B. Any and all telephone records. 

C. Requesting names of all Private Investigators and Govemment Investigators 
and their reports. 



TT/^0-d 0SS0 ^S mP SWiyiO NIWOb/DOO TS:gT iBK^TT-Wr 
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D. on or about October U, 2006 I Plaintiff. ™^llod a Utter to the "USA" ±n~ 
forming you that I have not received the reports and documents that I requested 
to Mr. Stewart II. 

E. On or about October 20, 2006 I Plaintiff, received a letter from Mr, Wllllaii. 
G. Stewart II, DSA office concerning Northern District of Indiana that their ^e 
no records. 

F. On or about October 23. 2006 1 Plaintiff, mailed ^ letter Appealing Mr. 
Stewart II decision concerning this Matter, 

rv 

SEDfEWL BintEAU 0? IMVESnG&nON (FBI) 

A. On or about February 17, 2006 I PUlntlff , nialled a FOIA request form to the 
gBI go q uorrlna a e a ttn nf i-hn Timrrtnf-f,^ni-f ht. ^^rTr^rn] nnrf i tn n im n n ra . . 



S- Requesting reports of Eon Carver, 5BI Agent. 

C. Requesting reports of Special Agent Norene S. ffllliamfl, SSA/OIG. 

D. Reports on Virginia Bonner from the Country of Mexico and Diego Magana from 
the Country of Gauteniala. 

E. Requesting names of Private Investigators and Government Investigators and 
their reports concerning this case. 

F. On or about April 18. 2006. Plaintiff received a letter from the FBI Mr. David ■ 
, M. Hardy. 

G. On or about October 16, 2006 I Plaintiff, mailed a letter to the FBI, Mr. D. 
M. Hardy Informing him that I have not received the report[s] and documents that 
I requested. 

\ WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays that the Court will GRANT him production of the 
requested reports and docuijients. 

TJnder penalty of perjury the above is true and correct' «o the best of viy belief 
and knowledge, 28 USCA S 1746. 

Reape^*&illy submitted, 

^ Verkss-^onner, # 06300-027 

P.O. Box 1000, Duluth, MN 55814 



Case 1 :06-cv-02051 -EGS Document 20-6 Filed 09/1 2/2007 Page 1 of 23 




Case 1 :06-cv-02051 -EGS Document 20-6 Filed 09/1 2/2007 Page 2 of 23 



UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 



Case No. 06-2051 -EGS 



VERNON BONNER 



SOCIAL SECURITY 
ADMINISTRATION, et.al. 



Declaration of Shirley J. Landes 
I, Shirley J. Landes, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, hereby declare as follows: 

1. I am currently assigned as Chief, Information Release Office, Office of 
Inspector General, Department of Veterans Affairs, Washington, D.C. 

2. As chief of this office, it is my responsibility to ensure that Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) requests from the public are promptly and properly 
processed. By law, we must respond to a requester within 20 workdays. 

3. According to the date stamp, this office received Mr. Vernon Bonner's 
February 20, 2006. FOIA request on March 21, 2006, in which he asked for 
"Veterans Administration Fraud Investigation Report File Number 24-896-511- 
1 0." Exhibit 1 , attached hereto, is a true and correct copy of his initial request 

4. In order to determine if the Office of Inspector General (OIG) had any 
responsive records, we conducted a search of the OIG's computerized Master 
Case Index (MCI). We determined that OIG case number 1996-01144-12-0047, 
a criminal investigation, was responsive. That criminal investigation was initiated 
based upon a complaint that Mr. Bonner fraudulently obtained a veteran's 
widow's monetary VA benefits without her authorization. The MCI showed the 
case closed on April 30, 2001 by the OIG's Chicago Field Office. We made a 
request through the Headquarters Office of the Office of Investigations to have 
the Chicago office forward the file to Washington. Due to the age of the file, it 
had to be obtained from the Records Center and was subsequently sent to this 
office. 

5. On April 17, 2006, this office sent an acknowledgment letter to Mr. Bonner. 
Exhibit 2, attached hereto, is a true and correct copy of that letter. 

6. On May 2, 2006, this office received another copy of Mr. Bonner's February 
20, 2006, FOIA request. Exhibit 3, attached hereto, is a true and correct copy of 
that letter. 
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7. On October 24, 2006, this office received Mr. Bonner's "status request" letter 
of October 9. 2006. On November 8, 2006, this office responded and advised 
him the request was in our queue to be worked. Exhibits 4 and 5, attached 
hereto, are true and correct copies of those letters. 

8. On December 19, 2006, this office received Mr. Bonner's letter of December 
1, 2006. On December 29, 2006, this office received Mr. Bonner's letter dated 
November 13, 2007. Exhibits 6 and 7, attached hereto, are true and correct 
copies of those letters. 

9. On May 15, 2007, this office received Mr. Bonner's letter of May 7, 2007. On 
May 15, 2007, this office responded to Mr. Bonner and advised him the file was 
still in our queue to be worked. Exhibits 8 and 9, attached hereto, are true and 
correct copies of those letters. 

10. On June 19, 2007, this office received Mr. Bonner's "note" of June 4, 2007, 
appended to our May 15'^ letter, requesting that his request be expedited. On 
June 28, 2007, this office advised him we did not believe his request met the 
Department of Justice standard for expedited processing. Exhibits 10 and 11, 
attached hereto, are true and correct copies of those letters. 

11. On July 12, 2007, this office received Mr. Bonner's "note" of July 5, 2007, 
appended to our June 28^'^ letter. Mr. Bonner continued to request expedited 
processing. Exhibit 12, attached hereto, is a true and correct copy of that letter 
with his appended note. 

12. Upon review of the investigative file, this office determined that the closing 
investigative report was responsive to Mr. Bonner's request. The report 
consisted of 129 pages. On August 3, 2007, this office released 12 pages of 
documents from the responsive report to Mr. Bonner and withheld 117 pages of 
documents in accordance with FOIA exemptions 3, 6 and 7C {5 U.S.C. § 
552(b)(3), (6) and (7C)). We segregated all releasable information and, provided 
this information to Mr. Bonner. 

13. Exemption 3 authorizes the withholding of information specifically exempted 
from disclosure by other confidentiality statutes, provided that such statutes 
require that the matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave 
no discretion on the issue (Federal Grand Jury Title 18 Federal Rules of Criminal 
Procedure Rule 6(e)). Exemption 6 authorizes the withholding of information 
obtained from personnel and medical files and similar files, the disclosure of 
which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy. 
Exemption 7C authorizes the withholding of records or information compiled for 
law enforcement purposes, the disclosure of which could reasonably be expected 
to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy. 
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14. The VA OIG deleted names, social security numbers, the VA claim number 
of the complaint submitted by a third party, and identifying details regarding third 
party witnesses who were interviewed regarding the fraud investigation of 
plaintiff, jd at Ij 13. The 41 attachments were withheld in their entirety to protect 
personal infomnation that pertains to third party witnesses Interviewed as a part of 
the investigation, contain personal details about these private citizens, consist of 
applications from third parties for VA benefits, and contain the notes of 
investigators regarding personal or financial infomnation of third parties revealed 
during the criminal investigation. This material was withheld pursuant to FOIA 
exemptions (b)(6) and (b)(7)(C). Id To the extent the exhibits pertained to 
matters before a grand jury, those were also withheld pursuant to Fed. R. Crim. P 
6(e) and FOIA exemption (b)(3). 

15. The VA OIG segregated and released as much infomiation in the 
investigative report as possible, making limited redactions to protect the personal 
privacy of third parties. The 117 pages of exhibits were not reasonably 
segregable. The little "factual" information contained in these documents is so 
intertwined with personal financial and other private information that to delete it 
and release the remaining information would render the release meaningless. 
Plaintiff proffered no compelling need which would override the personal privacy 
of the third parties in their records, the interview notes describing them and their 
candid comments, their applications for benefits and correspondence, and other 
documents withheld. Moreover, to the extent information in the exhibits reveals 
what matters were heard before a grand jury, release was deemed to be 
protected under Fed. R. Crim. P 6(e) and FOIA exemption (b)(3). 

16. We advised Mr. Bonner of the proper procedures to follow if he wished to 
appeal our office's decision to withhold information pursuant to the cited FOIA 
exemptions. The appeal procedures are found in 38 C.F.R. § 1.557. Exhibit 13 , 
attached hereto. Is a true and correct copy of our response. 

I hereby declare, under penalty of perjury, that the foregoing is true and correct to 
the best of my knowledge and belief. 



Shirley J. Landes 
Office of Inspector General (50CI) 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
810 Vermont Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20420 



Executed this ^ day of August 2007 in Washington, D.C. 
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Department of Veterans Affajrs 

Office of Inspector General 
Washington DC 20420 



APR 1 7 2006 



Mr. Vernon Bonner, #06300027 
Federal Prison Camp 
Dorm 208-103, POB 000 
DuLuth, MN 55814-1000 

Dear Mr. Bonner 



This refers to your February 20, 2006. Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 

nSUl'/?''^^ V^^^ °^°^ °" ^^"^ ^^^- Yo" are seeking information from 
Office of Inspector General investigative file number "24-896-511-10 " We have 
assigned FOIA case number 2006-01 709-FI-0108 to your request. 

We are attempting to identify the responsive material. As soon as we are able to 

w^h'fhir^r*'" '?^^ ^y"^^^' *° ^°"' ""^'^ ^^'^®^- ^ y°^ correspond further 
with this office, please reference your aforementioned FOIA number 

Sincerely, 




. TIMKO 

\ Director, Operational Support Division 



^S 
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RECEIVED^ 

^C LciLorencc^^ X/hko ocT2 4 2oob 
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DEPARTMEfyn" OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

Office of Inspector General 

Washington DC 20420 




NOV - 8 2006 



Mr. Vernon Bonner, #06300027 

Federal Prison Camp 

POB 1000 

Duluth, MN 55814-1000 

Dear Mr. Bonner: 



This refers to your October 9. 2006. letter, inquiring as to the status of your 
Freedom of Information Act request, case number 2006-01 709-FI-01 08. 

We have placed your request and the responsive material in our queue and will 
process it as soon as possible. We are unable to advise you of an estimated 
completion date at this time. 

Sincerely, 



SHIRLEV/ LANDES 
Chief. FOIA/PA Section 
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FREEDOM OP INFORMATION ACT FORMAL 
REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 

DATE: Dec. U 2006 

''^^"^^ Pg*l^P™ of TETERAHS AFFAr»5: mn^ cB IHSPECTO. r.KWi».T RECEIVED 
^^^SSz 1800 G.. Street. M.W. „^„ , ^ 

DEC 1 9 2006 

CITY, STATE WASHINGTON. D.C. 20 006 9 

VA-blG FOJA 

Dear Agency Officials: 

xdenlifiable records as aS li.led in'^thL rB^Ll"^^^*^"*" reasonably 

IDENTIFYING PER50NAI. INFORMATION 
NAME: Vernon Bonner, # 0630002 7 
ADDRESS: P.O. Box 1000, FPC. Dorm 208-103 

CITY, STATE, ZIP: DuLuth. MH 5581 4.1000 

BIKTHDATB: 
BlKrapLACE : 
SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER: 




'"""^ ^^" ^^^^ Aj^zgg6z51W0j^OIAA2g06^1709^ 
MARSHAL'S SERVICE NUMBER: WA 

I am a prisoner in Lhe Federal Prison ramr* r^r *^ „ 

and my funds for paying cop^ coslJ ar/^/ ^^^ ^^^^^^i of Prisons, 
fees listed in D-S.?. 5 S552 MwLti?Tr t^ llii^t.ed. Recognizing the 
and sent to me as quicklv as noiitii * '.^ request copies be i«ade 

be Charged if less^ian^rv^^^S^e^rcr^Sf '^^?^ "°.^""= *^^^ 
eopres are made, as pursuant to U J!2!^5S5S1ivHlir!' '"^ 

K^estsr;Ss:^irL\f?i^s ^:s o'r.Sd^T" °^ —- i- -t 

camp does not have access to pi^LJ? o™ said form, as the prison 
And if said request r^Jres n^ariLff^^n""^ ^°™^ ^' ^^i^^^n. 
advise ine as qSickly S^poSiSJe "^^^^^-^^^ ^^ ^^"^ ^5^"^^' P^^««« 

REASONABLY IDESTIFIABI.R RT^fV^T^r. 

3u^wi;SirS^Sors^?f°^S^^f ^-^^^^ ..identified as 

records requested, with the ex^tinnif^i ^^ ^"^^^^ ^^y ^^^ ^^1 

by agency rule and by statute ^^t Is Jo'L''^^^?^^ ^^^P^^ 
favor of disclosure Ld its exe^ioS^ i™ f ^ broadly construed in 
exemptions are to be narrowly construed. 



'07 
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VA 12-01-06 

Page 2 of FOIA Request 

as set forth in Anderson V. Department of Health and Hnwan Servic es, 
907 F.2d 936, C.A. 10 (Utah) 1990. The requestor has the obligation 
to generate a reasonable description identifying the requested record. 
Sears V. Gottschalfc , 502 F.2d 122, cert denied, 98 S-Ct. 2680. However, 
once a record has been reasonably described and identified, and record 
is not exempt by statute, the agency has the responsibility to produce 
the requested document (s), Bristol-Myers Co. V. F.T.C., 424 F.2d 935 
C.A.D.C, cert denied 91 S.Ct. 46. ' 

REASONABLY IDENTIFZABUB RECORD (S) REQUESTED 

DEPARTBEHT OF VBTERAMS AFFAIRS (TA) OfFICE OF IHSPKCIOtt GBMERAL (OIG> Caae File i 

24-896-511-10/ FOIA # 2006-01709-FI-0108/ Court Case # 2i00-CR-55-l Hammond. Indian a. 



1, Special Agent Bryant D. Penton, VA/OIG: Video and Audio tapes concerning 
Vernon Bonner on or about April of 1998 In Hlnes. IlllnolB, Mamee of Agents 

that were their from Social Securiyt AdminlBtration (SSA) and the Veterans 

Affairs (VA) i and their reports, 

2. Special Agent Daniel Marks; Requesting reportlsl. documents and electronic 
computer messages concerning Vernon Bonner. 



3. Theresa Davis. VA. Quality Speclalla t Tranina Coordinator for Veterans Affair s; 

— Requesting report[a]. documents and electronic computer messages concerning 

Vernon Bonner. 



_*a Mr. Farrell Tate. Dean Blake. Claudia Grahamn and Bonnie Kettles; Requesting 

reportTsL documents, recorded telephon e conversationf si and recorded eon- 

versatlon concerning Vernon Bon ner that "VA" haa. They all testified at Mr. 

TtoTiner. trial. 



Hpte; I would HkR the . rpnortB and <^ofiimenta ^n Ten flfl^ davs or « REPLY. 

2 
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VA 12-01-06 
Page 3 of FOIA Request 

As pursuant to 5 U.S. S 552(6) (A>(i), this agency has ten working days 
not including weekends and legal holidays, to either ccsnply with 
request and produce the records, or to inniiediately notify the requestor 
of *"^f failure by the agency to comply with the request for said record (s) 
Should unusual circumstances" arise in caB5>lying with this request 
as pursuant to 5 D.S. S 552(6) (B) , this agency is to notify the requestor 
of the specific date the record(s) will he dispatched. See Pollack V 
DepariJaie nt of Justice , 49 F.3d 115, cert denied, 116 S.Ct. 130, 133 L.Ed. 
2d 78. I an requesting a fee waiver, I am Indigent/ send reports and bill me. 

I respectfully thank you for your assistance in obtaining copies of 
the records requested. Under penalty of perjury the above la true and correct to 
the best of^ Relief, 28 USCA § 1746. 

Dec. 1, 2006 

# 06300027 
Dorm 208-103 
P.O. Box 1000 
DuLuth, HH 55814.1000 
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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT FORMAL 
REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 



Nov. 13. 2006 



AGENCY: nitpAHTMWT of TCTEItAHS *Ff*p? nv fiCE IMSPECTOR CEH ERAl. 

ADDKESSt 1800 G. . Street. H.W. RECEIVED 

CITY, STATE WASHINGTOM. D.G. 20006 0£[; j y 200^ 

Dear Agency Officials: VA OIG FUlA 

As pursuanl-to U.S.C. 5S552 of FOIA, and U.S.C. 5§552 (a) Privacy Act, 
1 herein make a formal request for copies of all requested reasonably 
identifiable records as are listed in this reqnest. 

IDENTIFYING PERSONAL INFORMATION 
MAME: Vernon Bonner, # 06300027 



ADDRESS: P.O. Box 1000, FPC, Dom 208-103 

CITY, STATE, XIP: DuLuth. MM 5581A-1000 

BIRTHDATE: 

BIRTBPIACE: 

SOCIAL SECDRITY NUMBER: 

^a NUMBER: 'YA' CAS E FILE # 24-«9fr-511-10 & FOIA tf 2nnft- m7nQ-CT-nin« 

MARSHAL'S SERVICE NUMBER: ^^ 

I am a prisoner in the Federal Prison Camp, of the Bureau of Prisons, 
and my funds for paying copy costs are quite limited. Recognizing the 
fees listed in D.S.C. 5 §552 (4) (A) (III) , I request copies be n»ade 
and sent to me as quickly as possible, understanding no fees will 
be charged if less than two hours search time, or less than 100 
copies are made, as pursuant to U.S.C. 5S552(iv) (II). 

If your agency requires a certain form for Freedom Of Information Act 
Requests, please send an official copy of said form, as the prison 
camp does not have access to Federal Procedural Forms L. Edition. 
And if said request requires notarization by your agency, please 
advise me as quickly as possible. 

REASONABLY IDENTIFIABLE RECORD 

under The Freedom of Information Act, all agencies, as identified as 
such within Section 552, must make available to the piiblic any and all 
records requested, with the exception of those which are exeaipted 
by agency rule and by statute. The Act is to be broadly construed in 
favor of disclosure and its exemptions are to be narrowly construed. 



(7 
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VA/OIG: 11-13-06 

Page 2 of FOIA Request 

as set forth in Anderson V. Department of Health and H uman Services 
907 F.2d 936, C-A. 10 (Dtah) 1990. The requestor has the obligation' 
to generate a reasonable description identifying the requested record. 
Sears V. Gottschalk , 502 F.2d 122, cert denied, 98 S.Ct. 2680. However, 
once a record has been reasonably described and identified, and record 
is not exempt by statute, the agency has the responsibility to produce 
the requested document (s), Bristol-Myers Co. V. F.T.C. . 424 F.2d 935 
C.A.D.C, cert denied 91 S.Ct. 46. ' ' 

REASONABLY IDEEETIFIABLE RECORD(S) REQUESTED 

DeiiartMent of Yeterana Affairs Office of Inapector General (YA/OIG) Caee File # 
24-896-511-10 



1. Requesting report[s], documents aod electronic computer messages of Special 
Agent Bryant D, Penton, VA/OIG; concerning the Social Security Administration 
~ (SSA) and the Veterans Affairs (VA) also Diane L. Berkowitz, AUSA (Prosecutor) 
in Hammond, Indiana and the Prosecutors in Chicago, Illinois; Vis-a-Vls. 
Court Case # 2:00-(S.-55-l Hammond, Indiana and Court Case # 01-CK.-670 Chicago, 
Illlnol94f^;i&^kej^ i^nt Norene S. Williams, SSA/0I6 and Agent Penton, VA/OIG 



Vls-a-VlstJ^elr Commig^lcations. 



-2^ Requestinp report[s1. documents and electronic computer messages of SA 

Armando Lopez; concerning 'SSA and VA. * 



3. Requesting report[8], documents and electronic computer messjcges of Agents 
in Washington, DC and Kew York City; concerning the 'SSA and VA* case. 

4. Requesting Ietter[s] and stateraent[s] of Angellta V. Kettles and her 



friends that were sent to or made to the *VA or SSA.' 



James C. Kettles, SS# B^^^^Hft VA # ^IHIV ^^ deceased; I am re- 



questing the Official Investigation Case File concerning this case; A.V. 



Kettles testified at Mr. Bonner trial. 



Wnfp : — T wniilfi Hke tha rt^nartJn} a M Documents In Ten (10) days or a REPLY. 
2 
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Page 3 of FOIA Request 

As pursuant to 5 U.S S 552(6) (A) (i) , this agency has ten worXing days, 
not xnclndmg weekends and legal holidays, to either comply with 
request and produce the records, or to iimnediately notify Ihe requestor 
tL^% failure by the agency to comply with the request for said re^o?d (s) . 
Should -unusual cxrcumstances" arise in complying with this request 
as pursuant to 5 OS. S 552(6) (B), this agency is to notify thrreqiestor 
of the specif xc date the record (s) will be dispatched. See Pollack V 
Department of Justice , 49 F.3d 115, cert denied. 116 S.Ct. 130, 133 L Ed 
-ia /», I am requesting a fee waiver, I an Indegent or send ceportts] and bill me, 

I respectfully thank you for your assistance in obtaining copies of 
the records requested. Under penalty of perjury the above la true and correct to 
the beat of .m>7jfellef and knowledge, 28 USCA § 1746. 

Req^stor Signature 

Vernon Bonner Nov, 13, 2006 

# 06300027, FPC 
Dorm 208-103 
P.O. Box 1000 
DuLuth, m 55814.1000 
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RECEIVED 

MAY 1 5 2007 ^ 

VA OIG FOIA 



May 7, 2007 



Department of Veterans Affairs 
Office of Inspector General 
SHISLET J. LANDEBS 
Chief, FOIA/PA Section 
Washington DC 20420 



Re: FOIA # 2006-01709-FI-0108 / CIVIL ACTION i 06-2051-EGS. 

Dear Ms. Landers: 

As of this date May 7, 200? I have not received the FOIA Information that I 
requested. See Letter Dated November 8, 2006; Also April 17, 2006. 

If there Is a problem, please advise. 

Sin^Sly, 



Vernon Bonner, 
# 06300027, FPC 
Dorm 208-103 
P.O. Box 1000 
DuLuth, MN 55814.1000 
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DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

Office of Inspector General 

Washington DC 20420 



MAY 1 5 2007 



Mr. Vernon Bonner, #06300027 

Federal Prison Camp 

POB 1000 

Duluth, MN 55814-1000 

Dear Mr. Bonner: 

This refers to your May 7. 2007, letter, inquiring as to the status of your Freedom 
of Information Act request, case number 2006-01709-FI-0108. 

We have placed your request and the responsive material in our queue and will 
process it as soon as possible. We are unable to advise you of an estimated 
completion date at this time. 

Sincerely, 



SHIRLEY «.LANDES 

Chief, Information Release Office 



ffi 
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Departmeistt of Veterans Affairs 

Office of Inspector General 
Washington DC 20420 




MAY 1 5 200? 



Mr. Vernon Bonner, #06300027 

Federal Prison Camp 

POB 1000 

Duluth, MN 55814-1000 

Dear Mr. Bonner: 

This refers to your May 7, 2007. letter, inquiring as to the status of your Freedom 
of Information Act request, case number 2006-01 709-F1-01 08. 

We have placed your request and the responsive material in our queue and will 
process it as soon as possible. We are unable to advise you of an estimated 
completion date at this time. 

Sincerely, 



SHIRLEY ilANDES 

Chief, Information Release Office 



June 4 , 2007 
Dear Ms, Landers: 

I, Vernon Bonner an requesting that this FOIA matter be "erpedite" 
as soon as possible. Civil Action # 06-2051-EGS. 
If there Is a problem, please advise. 

Sinewy. RECEIVED 



Conner ^JUN i $ ^tj(J? 

^^OIGFOIA 



/c 
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Department of Veterans AFFArRs 

Offlca of Inspector General 
Washington DC 20420 

JUN 2 8 2007 

Mr. Vernon Bonner, #06300027 
' Federal Prison Camp 
POB1000 
Duluth, MN 55814-1000 

Dear Mr. Bonner 

This refers to your June 4, 2007. letter, received in this office on June 19*^ You 
are asking us to "expedite" your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request of 
February 20. 2006. Your FOIA request sought all documents in "Veterans 
Administration Fraud Investigation Report File 24-896-511 -1 0, Bates Stamo 
Number Starting at 000101.' ^^^my 

Once we were able to identify the responsive material, we determined that 
because of the volume, it would take us some time to process it for release to 
you. Accordingly, we sent you an interim response on April 17, 2006 to let vou 
know we placed your request in our queue for processing. 

Please allow me to explain our procedures. We process requests for information 
on a first come, first served basis. We have numerous requests includinq 
several for a voluminous amount of documents, in our queue, that were received 
before yours. It would be unfair to process your request ahead of others 
received before yours. 

We do not believe your request for "expedited' processing meets the standards 
o^^-i ! .'" ^^t^^P^*^^^"* ^^ *^"^*'^' Freedom of Information Act Guide March 
2007 edition. Your request for "expedited" processir>g can be granted only if you 
demonstrate a compelling need" in one of two ways: by establishing that your 
failure to obtain the records quickly "could reasonably bo expected to pose an 
imminent threat to the life or physical safety of an individual'; or, if you are a 
person pnmarily engaged in disseminating information," by demonstratinq that 
an urgency to inform the public concerning actual or alleged Federal 
Government activity" exists. 

Accordingly, we are denying your request for expedited processing. If you are 
able to demonstrate a "compelling need" for expedited processing, please 
advise, and we will reconsider your request. 

Sincerely, 



SHIRLiyj. LANDES 

Chief Information Release Office 
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^8^ DEPARTMEItfT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

^^^Im Offica of rnsp«ctor General 

^fM Washington DC 20420 

M^ JUN % 8 2007 

Mr. Vernon Bonner, #06300027 
• Federal Prison Camp 
POB 1000 
Duluth, MN 55814-1000 

Dear Mr. Bonner 

This refers to your June 4, 2007, letter, received in this office on June 19"^ You 
are asking us to "expedite" your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request of 
February 20, 2006. Your FOIA request sought all documents in 'Veterans 
Administrafaon Fraud Investigation Report File 24-896-511-10 Bates Stamo 
Number Starting at 000101." ^ 

Once we were able to identify the responsive material, we determined that 
because of the volume, it would take us some time to process it for release to 
you. Accordingly, we sent yog an interim response on April 17, 2006 to let you 
know we placed your request in our queue for processing. 

Please allow me to explain our procedures. We process requests for information 
on a first come, first sensed basis. We have numerous requests including 
several for a voluminous amount of documents, in our queue, that were received 
before yours. It would be unfair to process your request ahead of others 
received before yours. 



We do not believe your request for "expedited" processing meets the standards 
as stated in the Department of Justice, Freedom of Information Act Guide March 
2007 edition. Your request for "expedited" processing can be granted only if you 
demonstrate a "compelling neetf' in one qf two ways: by establishing that your 
failure to obtain the records quickly "could reasonably be expected to pose an 
imminent threat to the life or physical safety of an individual"; or. if you are a 
"person pnmanly engaged in disseminating information." by demonstrating that 
an "urgency to inform the public concerning actual or alleged Federal 
Government activity" exists. ^Z 

RECEIVED 

Accordingly, we are denying your request for expedited processing. If you are 

able to demonstrate a "compelling need" for expedited processing pleM ^ ^ ^'^'V 

advise, and we will reconsider your request , < 

Sincerely. ^ VA O/Q I^O/A 

SHIRLiS<J. IJ\NDES 

Chief, Information Release Office 
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DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

Office <Kf Inspector General 

Washington t>C 20420 



AUG -S 2007 



Mr. Vernon Bonner, #06300027 

Federal Prison Camp 

POB 1000 

Duluth, MN 55814-1000 

Dear Mr. Bonner 

This is a final response to your February 20, 2006, Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) request, received in this office on March 21, 2006. You are seeking 
information from "Veterans Administration Fraud Investigation Report File 
Number 24-896-511-10, Bates Stamp Number Starting at 000101." We 
determined that Office of Inspector General investigative file number 1996- 
011 44-12-0047 is responsive to your request. 

We have redacted some information from the enclosed report, in accordance 
with FOIA exemptions 3, 6, and 7C (5 U.S.C. §552 (b)(3). (b)(6), and (b)(7)(C)). 
Exemption 3 authorizes the withholding of information specifically exempted from 
disclosure by other confidentiality statutes, pro\Hded that such statutes require 
that the matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no 
discretion on the issue (Federal Grand Jury Title 18 Federal Rules of Criminal 
Procedure Rule 6(e)). Exemption 6 authorizes the withholding of information 
obtained from personnel and medical files and similar files, the disclosure of 
which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy. 
Exemption 7C authorizes the withholding of records or information compiled for 
law enforcement purposes, the disclosure of which could reasonably be expected 
to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy. 

If you do not agree with our dedsion to withhold the specific information 
mentioned above, you may appeal to the Office of General Counsel, as provided 
in Title 38, Code of Federal Regulations, Section 1 .557. You should include your 
specific objection(s) as they pertain to the withheld information and reference 
FOIA case number 2006-01709-FI-0108. The address is: Office of General 
Counsel (02). Department of Veterans Affairs. 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, 
Washington, DC 20420. 

^^mOSx^y LANDES 

Chief, Information Release Office 

Enclosure 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 



Vernon Bonner, 

Plaintiff, 



Department of State et al . , 
Defendants. 



Civil Action No. 
06-2051 



DECLARATION OF MARGARET P. GRAFELD 
I, Margaret P. Graf eld, declare and state as follows: 

1. I am the U.S. Department of State's (Department's) 
Information and Privacy Coordinator and the Director of the 
Department's Office of Information Programs and Services (IPS). 
In these capacities, I am the Department official immediately 
responsible for responding to requests for records under the 
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. § 552, the Privacy 
Act (PA), 5 U.S.C. § 552a, and other applicable records access 
provisions. I have been in the employ of the Department of 
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state since 1974, and have served with the Department's 
Information Access Program for most of my tenure with the 
Department. I am authorized to classify and declassify national 
security information pursuant to Executive Order (E.O.) 12958, 
as amended, and Department of State regulations set forth in 
22 C.F.R. 5g 9.7, 9.14. I make the following statements based 
upon my personal knowledge, which in turn is based on a personal 
review of the records in the case files established for the 
processing of the subject requests, and upon information 
furnished to me in the course of my official duties. I have 
read the complaint filed by the plaintiff in the above-captioned 
matter, and I am familiar with the efforts of Department 
personnel to process the subject requests. 

2. The core responsibilities of IPS include: records 
access requests made by the need-to-know community, the public 
{under the FOIA, Privacy Act and mandatory classification review 
requirements of E. 0,12958, as amended, or the Ethics in 
Government Act), members of Congress, other government agencies, 
and those that have been made pursuant to judicial processes, 
such as subpoenas, court orders, and discovery requests; records 
management; privacy protection; national security classification 
management and declassification review; corporate records 
archives management; research; the Department's Library; and the 
technology that supports these activities. 



Vernon Bonner v. Department of State, et ai 
Graf eld Declaration 
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3. The purpose of this declaration is to address the 
Department's handling of plaintiff's requests for Department of 
State records pertaining to two children and possibly other 
individuals as well. 

I. M3MIWISTRATIVE PROCESSING OF PIAINTIFF'S REQUEST 

4. By letter dated January 16, 2007 (Exhibit 1), 
plaintiff sent the Department of State a list of six numbered 
paragraphs under the heading ''^record (s) requested." The first 
paragraph requested "report [s], documents, faxes and electronic 
computer messages that were sent to the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation or Ron Carver, FBI Agent concerning Child Virginia 
Bonner . . . and Child Diego Magana." (Brackets in original.) 
Plaintiff stated that the Social Security Administration and the 
United States Attorney in Chicago, Illinois said the children 
did not exist. In the second and third numbered paragraphs, 
plaintiff provided the children's dates of birth and places 

(perhaps also of birth) . In the remaining three numbered 
paragraphs, plaintiff provided information concerning three 
other individuals: "Special Agent Norene S. Williams, SSA/OIG: 
Chicago, Illinois," in "[t]he year 2000 to 2003;" "Special Agent 
Ron Carver, FBI: Chicago, Illinois," 2000-03; and "AUSA' s . 



Vemon Bonner v. Department of State, et al 
Grafeld Declaration 
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Chanen, Chang; United States Attorney, Case #01-CR-670: Chicago, 
Illinois," 2000-03. Plaintiff requested a waiver of fees. 

5. By letter dated May 29, 2007 {Exhibit 2), IPS 
acknowledged receipt of plaintiff's request and assigned it case 
control number 200700638. Plaintiff was advised that an 
agreement to pay fees and additional information and 
clarification was needed before IPS could proceed with the 
processing of his request. Plaintiff was advised that by making 
a FOIA request, he was considered to have agreed to pay all 
applicable fees up to $25.00 unless a fee waiver had been 
granted. Plaintiff was advised that he could specify his 
willingness to pay a greater or lesser amount and that. he could 
set a limit of the maximum amount that he wished to pay. 
Plaintiff was informed that he had been placed in the "other 
requester" category for fee purposes and that his request for a 
fee waiver had been denied. He was provided with the right to 
appeal the fee waiver denial decision within 30 days. In light 
of the confusing nature of plaintiff's description of events, 
plaintiff was advised that more information would be needed to 
identify the records he was requesting before IPS could begin 
processing his case. Specifically, plaintiff was informed that 
the Department consists of hundreds of offices and overseas 
posts, with many different filing systems, and that his request 



Vernon Bonner v. Department of State, et al 
Grafeld Declaration 
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should be specific, detailed, and include as much of the 

following as might be relevant: 

— time frame of plaintiff's request; 

— type of record, subject matter, countries 
and/or organization involved; 

— full description of incidents, meetings, 

events, persons involved, etc., pertaining to 
the documents requested; 

— any information on specific filing systems. 

Plaintiff was advised that his request had been closed and that 

if he wished to pursue his request, he should submit an 

agreement to pay fees and the additional information needed to 

identify the records he was seeking. The IPS letter noted that 

22 C.F.R. Part 171 (the Department's regulations setting the 

requirements of a proper FOIA request} was enclosed. 

6. By letter dated June 5, 2007 (Exhibit 3), plaintiff 

requested that IPS send him the FOIA information sought in 

request number 200700638 and bill him, stating that he would 

pay. A copy of page 2 of plaintiff ' s January 16, 2007 FOIA 

request was enclosed (containing the six numbered paragraphs 

described above) . Plaintiff stated that this page had all the 

information that IPS needed and requested expeditious handling 

of his request. Additionally, on August 8, 2007 IPS received a- 

note from plaintiff dated July 23, 2007 (Exhibit 4), again 



Vernon Bonner v. Department of State, et al. 
Grafeld Declaraiion 
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requesting expeditious handling of his request, and enclosing a 
copy of page 2 of his January 16, 2007 FOIA request. 

7. By letter dated August 10, 2007 (Exhibit 5), IPS 
acknowledged receipt of plaintiff's June 5 and July 23 letters 
and assigned his request a new case control number, 200703612, 
Plaintiff was advised that he still had not provided all of the 
information requested in the IPS letter to him of May 29, 2007, 
Plaintiff was advised that his request concerned multiple 
individuals but insufficient information about them for IPS to 
know where to search for potentially responsive records, and 
therefore, IPS could not begin processing the request. 
Plaintiff was asked to provide detail about the circumstances 
under which the requested records would have been generated, and 
as much information as he could about the type of record, 
subject matter, countries and/or organizations involved. 
Plaintiff was also asked to provide a full description of 
incidents, meetings, events, persons involved, etc, pertaining 
to the documents requested and any information on specific 
filing systems that were likely to contain the requested 
records. IPS also advised that plaintiff should clarify whether 
he was seeking records only about the children or whether he was 
also seeking records pertaining to the other individuals 
mentioned in his request. Furthermore, IPS advised that, under 
22 C.F.R. §§ 171.12 and 171.32, access to information about . 



Vemon Bonner v. Department of State, et al. 
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private individuals generally could not be given to unauthorized 
third parties absent the individuals' written consent. 
Plaintiff was informed that the State Department requires that 
written consent be in the form of a signed, notarized statement 
from the individual (s) , authorizing the Department to release 
information to the other party. Further, plaintiff was advised 
that the statement should bear the original signature of the 
individual and original seal of the notary. Plaintiff was 
advised that in lieu of notarization, the individual may provide 
an original signature with a statement declaring "under penalty 
of perjury under the laws of the United States of America that 
the foregoing is true and correct." Plaintiff was advised that, 
alternatively, if he was a parent or legal guardian of a minor 
child, he could present documentation of his relationship to the 
minor and the Department may, in its discretion, disclose 
records concerning the minor child to him. Plaintiff was 
advised that IPS does not understand his assertion about the 
existence of the children subject to his request. Plaintiff was 
further advised that if these are real people, IPS needs an 
authorization or documentation of parental status or 
guardianship. Plaintiff was advised that in accordance with the 
Department's regulations, his June 5, 2007 letter would be 
interpreted as an agreement to pay fees up to $25.00 and 
confirmed he had been placed in the "all other requesters" 



Vernon Bonner v. Department of State, et ai 
Grafeld Declaralion 
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category for fee purposes. Plaintiff was advised that since IPS 
could not begin to process his request, it was a moot issue 
whether the request would be entitled to expedited processing 
and that he may ask for expedited treatment when he supplies the 
additional information necessary to make his request valid- IPS 
noted, however, that to merit expedited processing, a request 
must demonstrate a compelling need for the information, setting 
forth with specificity the facts on which the request is based. 
Plaintiff was advised that his June 5 and July 23 letters did 
not meet this standard. Plaintiff was informed that his request 
had been closed, and that, if he wished to pursue his request, 
he should send a new FOIA request to IPS which would include the 
additional information needed to process it. 

8. In summary, plaintiff's request has been closed 
because it could not be processed without third-party 
authorization or documentation of parental relationship and the 
additional information necessary to make it valid, 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is 
true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 
Executed this /^^ day of August 2007 



Margaret P. Grafeld 



Vernon Bonner V. Depca-tment of Stale, etal 
Grafeld Declaration 
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FREEDOM OP INFORMATIOH ACT FORMAL 
REQDEST FOR IMFORMATION 

DATE; Jan. 16, 2007 

AGEHCTt : DEPARTMENT OF STATE 



2201 C Street, N.W. 



CITY, STATE Washington, D.C. 20520 

Dear Agency Officials: 

AS pursuant- l-o O.S-C. 5S552 of FOIA, and O.S.C. 5S552(a) Privacy Act, 
I herein make a formal request, for copies of all requested reasonably 
identifiable records as are listed in this request. 

Identifying personal information 

NAME: Vernon Bonner . 



ADDRESS: P>0. Box 1000, gPC, Dorm 208-103 
CITY, STATE, ZIP: DuLuth, MW 55814.1000 
BIRTBDATE: April 1, ^ 



BIRTHPLACE; St. Louis, MO 



SOCIAL SECDRITY NUMBER: 



MARSHAL'S SERVICE NUMBER: HA 

I am a prisoner in the Federal Prison Camp, of the Bureau of Prisons, 
and my funds for paying copy costs are quite limited. Recognizing the 
fees listed in B.S.C. 5 §552 (4) (A) (III) , I request copies be made 
and sent to me as quickly as possible, understanding no fees will 
■be charged if less than two hours search time, or less than 100 
copies are made, as pursuant to U.S.C. 5S552 (iv) {II) . 

If your agency requires a certain form for Freedom Of Information Act 
Requests, please send an official copy of said form, as the prison 
camp does not have access to Federal Procedural Forms L. Edition. 
: And if said request requires notarization by your agency, please 
advise me as quickly as possible. 

REASONTfflLY IDENTIFIABLE RECORD 

Under The Freedom of Information Act, all agencies, as identified as 
such within Section 552, must make available to the public any and all 
records requested, with the exception of those which are exempted 
by agency rule and by statute. The Act is to be broadly construedj^in 
favor of disclosure and its exemptions are to be narrowly constnaeiJ, 



^ GRAFELD DECLRRATlOl^ '07 JP.N 2|?H3:^1 

Civil Action No. 06-2051 . ^ -• 

Exhibit 1 
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JAN. 16, 2007 
Page 2 of FOIA 

as sel forUi in Anderson V. Departmen-L ■ of Health and Homan Serv ices, 
907 F.2d 936, C.A. 10 (Ulah) 1990. The requestor has the obligation' 
to generate a reasoncible description identifying the requested record. 
Sears V. Gottschalk , 502 F.2d 122, cert denied, 9B S.Ct. 2680. However, 
once a record has been reasonably described and identified, and record 
is not exempt by statute, Uie agency has the responsibility to produce 
the requested document(s), Bristol-Myers Co. V. F.T.C., 424 F.2d 935, 
C-A-D.C, cert denied 91 S.Ct. 46. 

EEASONABLY IDENTIFIABLE ItBCOItD(S) REQDESTED 

DEP*»TMirnT OF SIATE ^ 



:Hg repoift fsrr^ocumeDts, f axegTandTeiec tronic computer meBsag es"tfiat: . 
Wjere^3ent^'to--^thg'FedeTal-BurfeaQ'"6f"Tffv1iatigatrton-"OT~Ron^CaCT 

iTi8^Ghil(UVlrginla ' Bon&err D0Kr'"Jan'g"2&r-19ft9- Country. of-MEXICO^nrCKlld- Diego 
Magana, DOB; SeptemfeeE„^l,^^lil9Qi Social Security Administration and the United 



States Attorney in Chicago, Illinois said these Children do not exigt, the refore 
■ their signature is not necessary. Ihls-lnfonBation-was given, by the.^United States 
Embassy-ioGUATEMAXA" (Guatemala- City)- concerning Diego Magana in the year 2001 Or • 
2002.' ■_ 

2. Child: Virginia Bonner, DOB: Matehuala, San Luis Potosl, MEXICO. 



3. Child: Diego Magana, DOB: Chlquimula, CHIQUIHULA, GUATEMALA. 



4. Special Agent Norene S. Wllllans, SSA/OIG: Chicago, Illinois. The year 2000 



5. Special Agent Ron Carver, FBI: Chicago, Illinois. The year 2000-03. 
~6[ AUSA'b Chanen, Chang: United States Attorney, Case # Ol-CR-670: Chicago, II. 
The year 2000-03. 



JSQt&i T would like this informationiT en: f 10) days or a REPLY. 
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Page 3 of FOIA Reqoesl; DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

As prLrsaani. to 5 0.S. § 552(6) (A) (i) , this agency has ten working days, 

not- including weekends and legal holidays, to either ccaoply with 

reqnest and produce the records » or to immediately notify the requestor 

of the failure by the agency to comply with the regoest for said record (s) . 

Should "unusual circumstances" arise in complying with this request, 

as pursuant to 5 U.S. § 552(6) (B), this agency is to notify the requestor 

of the specific date the record (s) will be dispatched. See Pollack V. 

Department of Justice , 49 F.3d 115, cert denied, 116 S.Ct. 130, 133 L-Ed. 

2d 78. I am requesting a fee waiver or send reports and bill ne. 

I respectfully thank you for your assistcince in obtaining copies of 
the records requested. Under penalty of perjury the above is true and correct to 

Xthft beet ttft/py beUef, J^ USCA § 1746. ^ . .fy 
f ' Requester Signature ^ ' ^ ^"^ 



MARIA MAGANA-BOHHER JAH. 16, 2007 

5072 CAROLINA ST. 
GARY, INDIANA 46409 
DOB: 4-25-52 (MEXICO) 
SSN: 305-60-9316 
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United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 




May 29, 2007 
Case Number: 200700638 



Mr. Vernon Bonner 
Number 06300027 
Post Office Box 1000 
FPC. Dorm 208-103 
Duluth.MN 55814-1000 

Dear Mr. Bonner 

This is in response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request 
dated January 16, 2007 for all documents concerning your child, Virginia 
Bonner and another child, Diego Magana. 

Before we can proceed with the processing of your request, we need an 
agreement to pay fees as described below and additional information and 
clarification as described below. 

Fees: The FOIA requires agencies to assess fees to recover the direct c(wts of 
processing requests, unless a fee waiver has been granted. 

By making a FOIA request, the requester ^all be considered to have agreed to 
pay all applicable fees up to $25.00 unless a fee waiver has been granted. You 
may specify a willingness to pay a greater or lesser amount. If the estimated 
fees will exceed this limit, you will be notified. 

Office t^ Information Programs and Services Inquiries: 

U.S. D^Mrtment of Slate SA-2 Fftone: 1-202-261-8484 

Washinston, DC 20S22-8I0O FAX: J -202- 261 -8579 

Web site: foia.state.gou email- FCMStatus<^tate.gov 



GRAFELD DECLARATION 
Civil action Wo. 06-2051 
Exhibit 2 
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Based upon the information that you have provided, we have placed you in the 
other requester category. This category requires us to assess search time after 2 
hours/duplication costs after the first 100 pages, (see 22 CFR 171, enclosed) 

Please let us know if you are willing to pay the fees that will be incurred in 
the processing of your request. You may set a limit of the maximum amount 
that you wish to pay. 

Based upon the information provided in your letter, your request for a fee 
waiver has been denied. If you wish to appeal this decision, you may write 
to the Chief, Requester Liaison Division, at the address given on the bottom 
of this page. Your appeal should address the points listed in the enclosed 
sheet entitled "Requests for Fee Waivers." Your appeal must be sent to us 
within 30 days from the date that you receive this letter. 

Information to Identify Records: The Department of State is responsible for 
formulating and executing U.S. foreign policy and primarily maintains records 
dealing with U.S. foreign relations. The Department also maintains records of 
applications from U.S. citizens for U.S. passports and visa requests from non- 
citizens to enter the U.S., records on consular assistance provided to U.S. 
citizens abroad, and records of Department employees. 

As the Department of State consists of hundreds of offices and overseas posts, 
with many different filing systems, your request should be specific, detailed, 
and include as much of the following as might be relevant: 

-time frame of your request; 

—type of record, subject matter, countries and/or organizations 
involved; 



Office oflnfonnation Prognans and Services Inqidries: 

U.S. DepaHmera of State SA- 2 Phone: 1- 202- 261- 8484 

Washington, DC 20522-31 00 FAX: 1-202-261- 8579 

Web sile: foia.state.gov email FOIAStatus^tale.gov 
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—full description of incidents, meetings, events, persons 
involved, etc., pertaining to the documents requested; 

-any infonnation on specific filing systems. 

Please be advised your request has been closed in our s>^tem. If, after noting 
the infonnation cited above, you wish to pursue this request, please send us a 
new FOIA request, which would include an agreement to pay fees and 
additional information needed, as described above. 

For further communications, please note our contact information at the bottom 
of this page. We can provide faster service if you include the case number of 
your request in your communications with us. 

We are pleased to be of service to you. 

Sincerely, 



Anne T. Baker 

Requester Communications Branch 



Enclosures: 
As stated. 
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June 5, 2007 



Anne T. Baker 

Request Commuitlcatlons Braxtcb 

Office of Information Programs 

and Servlves 

U.S. Department of State SA-2(RM 8006) 

515 22ttd Street m 

Washington DC 20520 

Re: Case #200700638 

Dear Me. Baker: 

Please send me the FOIA information aad Bii.1 me, I will pay. I am sending 
you a Copy of page 2 of the FOIA that was aent to you on January 16, 2007 It 
has all the information you need. Pleaee "expedite" this for me. 

If there is e problem, please adviaak 



Slncetfel^, 



Vernon Bonner 
06300027; FPC 
Dorm 208-103 
P.O. Box 1000 
Duhuth, m 5581 A. 1000 

OC: Mrs. Bonner 

Enclosures; As stated 
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as se1_ forth in Anderson V. Oeparlmeni- of Heal-th and Boman Services . 
907 F.2d 536, C-A. 10 (Dt.ah) 199C. *h^ requestor has the obligat-ion 
Lo ^enera-Le a r@as<»iable d«scrlp-Lia« ident-ifying Ihe req[Uesled record, 
iSe^s V. eoLi-sebalfc , 502 ?-.2d 122, creti. denied. SB S-Ct. 26 BO. However, 
once a record J*a^ been xeasowaaily des<irii?^ and identified, and record 
is not sx^d^L b^" stattile, -the ageatcg' has the responsibility Lo prodtice 
the reqoEStftd dfx;umeBt(sJ , BrlifitolH^ers Co. V. g-T.C- , ^24 F.2d 335, 
CA.ti.C, cert denied 91 S.Ct, 46, 

E:^S(^t^Kt,lE rKEHTKFXaEtE RECORD (S) REQCESTED 

JEFARXHEEt OF StAtE 



3 and electronic connjatei m 



3 Counbry of MEXICO and Child I 



I'logana, DOE: _^^^__ Or Social Seearlty AtolBlstratLo^ a»ii tha Cnltgd 

»tcs Attoraay lit Qileajto, Illi nois aald ttisse Ch ildren do ttct e xlstt therefara 



th«i* staiu 


ure is not jificeeaaiy. 


Tlil^ tn£ormtti«ii »s 


s Eive^ hv the tlolced Stacas 


E«baBS, If ( 


UATmAlA ffeiateaala City) coacairaAna M^goMBEam in. tte wax 20QI Or 


2002. 




2. 


Child: 




Matehuala. 










3. 


Ohlid;! 


bl^o Magaoa, DOB: ; 


Chlqulmula, 


CHIQUlmiLA, GaATHttUi, 




4. 


Special Agent mrmi^ S. WilllasB, SSA/OIGt Chtcaga, IHKhjIs. Hie year 2000 


to 2003, 


5. 


Special Agent Ron Carver, FEI 


: Chicago, Illinois 


. The year 2000-03. 


6. 


ftUSA's 


Chanen, Chang: Dattad 


States Attorney, Case f Oi-CR-670: Chicago, 11. 


The year 2000-03. 






, )i!<}6in I wc 






^FEPLX...... . ... 
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aAO^^tr 






C;fc5 



^«JGeflrill:l7 
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JAM. 16, 2007 
Page 2 of t03A Keques-t 

as set JforLh in A nderson V. Departjaent of BealtJi and Hanan Services . 
907 r.2d 936, C.A. 10 (Dtah) 1990. The reques-Lor has the obligation 
to generate a reasonable description identifying the requested retMird, 
Sears V. GtottschalX , 502 F.2d 122, cert denied, 98 5-Ct. 2680. However, 
once a record has been reasonably described and identified, and record 
is not exempt by statute, the agency has the respansibilily to produce 
the requested document (s) , Bristol-Myers Co, V. F,T.C.. 424 p. 2d 935, 
C.A.D.C., cert denied 91 S.Ct. 4$. 

REASONAELT IDEI9TIF1ABI£ KECOItD(S)- REQD£STED 

DEPARTMEHT Of STM^E 



1» Requeatlng repoTt[a]j documentBt faxea and eleccronlc computer messages that 
vera sent to the Federal Bureau of Investigation or Ron Carver, FBI Agent concern- 
ing Child Virginia Bonner, DOB; June 20, 1989 Country of MEKICO and Child Dleso 
Magana, DOB? Septembet 1. 1&90: Social Secorlty AdminJLs teat Ion and the United 
States Attorney In Chlcaao, Illlnola said thcae Children do not eicist, therefora 
their signature la not naccasary. This Information yaa given by the United Scatea 
Emhaasy In GUATEMALA (Guatemala City) concerning Diego Magana In the year 2p01 Or 
2002. : ; 

2. Child; Virginia Bonner. COB: Hat^uala. San Lnls Po tosl. MEXICO. 

3. Child: Diego MaganaV DOB: Chlqp^ula, CHIQUIMULA, GUATEMALA. 

4. Special Agent Morene S. If 111 lams, SSA/OIG: Chicago, Illlnola. The year 2000 
to 2003. 

5. Special Agent Ron Carver, FBI; Cblcago, Illinois. The year 2000-03. 

6. AUSA'a Chanen, Ctiang: United States Attorney, Case i Ol-CR-670: Chicago, H. 
The year 2000-03. 



\ would like thJE lnfonnacion:Ten flDt days or a R^■PTy■ 



fzrt^^.le.<^ "Julc^ ■l^-±^c>q-:f/gciS^ eyp^X^e. 
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^m^ United States Department of Slate 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

AUG 1 2G07 

Case Number: 200703612 

Mr. Vernon Bonner 
06300027, FPC 
Donn 208-103 
P.O. Box 1000 

Duluth,MN 55814-1000 

Dear Mr. Bonner: 

This is in response to your renewed Freedom of Infonnation Act (FOIA) 
request dated June 5, 2007 (as well as your note re-mailing it on July 23, 
2007), for copies of documents concerning various individuals including two 
children, Virginia Bonner and Diego Magana. Unfortunately, you still have 
not provided all of the information asked for in our letter to you of May 29, 
2007. Please note that we have assigned your case a new number 
(200703612). 

Your request concerns multiple individuals but insufficient information 
about them for us to know where to search for potentially responsive 
records, and accordingly we cannot begin processing your request. 

As we noted in our earlier letter to you, the Department of State is 
responsible for formulating and executing U.S. foreign policy and primarily 
maintains records dealing with U.S. foreign relations. The Department also 
maintains records of ^plications from U.S. citizens for U.S. passports, and 
visa requests from non-citizens to enter the U.S., records on consular 
assistance provided to U.S. citizens abroad, and records of its own 
en^loyees. The Etepartmeiit of State is conqwised of hundreds of offices 
and overseas posts, so your request should be specific, detailed, and include 
as much information as possible to allow us to locate any responsive records 
with a reasonable amount of effort. For example^ please provide detail about 



Office oflrtfommtion Programs and Services Inquiries: 
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the circumstances under which the records you seek would have been 
generated, and as much information as you can about the type of record, 
subject matter, countries and/or organizations involved. Please provide a 
full description of incidents, meetings, events, persons involved, etc., 
pertaining to the documents requested. Please provide any information on 
specific filing systems that are likely to contmn the records you seek, and 
please clarify whether you are seeking records only about the children 
mentioned in your request or whether you are also seeking records 
pertaining to the other individuals mentioned. 

Third Party Requests 

Furthermore, access to information about private individuals generally 
cannot be given to unauthorized third parties absent the individuals' written 
consent. As required by the regulations we provided with our earlier letter 
(and which we enclose again with this letter), requests for records pertaining 
to third parties must be accompanied by a written authorization firom each 
individual about whom records are sought. See 22 C.F.R, sections 171.12 
and 171.32. 

The State Department requires that written consent be in the form of a 
signed, notarized statement from the individual(s), authorizing the 
Etepartment of State to release information to the other party. The statement 
should bear the original signature of the individual and original seal of 
the notary , and be dated within six months of the date of the request. 

In lieu of notarization, the individual may make the following statement: "1 
[declare, certify, verify, or state] under penalty of perjury under the laws of 
the United States of America, that the foregoing is true and correct." Such a 
statement must be forwarded to us with a current date and an original 
signature (faxed photocopies cannot be accepted). 

For deceased individuals, unless the death has been widely reported, please 
provide proof of death (e.g., newspaper obituary or a copy of a death 
certificate), or advise us that none will be forthcoming. 



Office (^Information Programs and Services Inquiries: 
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The authorization, and your request for infonnation from the State 
Department, should not be submitted on a Department of Justice (G-28) 
or Department of Homeland Security (G-639) form, or a form from any 
other agency, but rather on your letterhead or plain bond. Please be advised 
that these forms do not authorize the State Department to release privacy- 
protected information, rather they authorize the Departments of Justice 
and/or Homeland Security, respectively, to release privacy-protected 
information. 

Alternatively, if you are the parent or legal guardian of a minor child, you 
can present documentation of your relationship to the minor, and the 
Department may, in its discretion, disclose records concerning the minor to 
you as appropriate. See 22 C.F.R. Section 171.32(c). 

We do not understand your assertion about the existence of the children 
subject to your request. If these are real people, as appears from your 
provision of dates and places of birth, we need an authorization or 
documentation of parental status or guardianship as discussed above. Your 
allegations concerning what other parties may have said about the existence 
of these children is not controlling. If in fact these children do not exist, you 
should provide us with sup^Knting doctmientation for diat assertion and 
explain the circumstances so that we can better understand the privacy 
interests in^Ucated in your request. 

Fees 

The Freedom of Infonnation Act (FOIA) requires agencies to assess fees to 
recover the direct costs of processing requests, unless a fee waiver has been 
granted. In accordance with om- regulations, we would interpret your June 5, 
2007 letter as an agreement to pay fees up to $25. 

As noted in our earlier letter, you are in the "all other requesters" category. 
The fee schedule designated for that category requires us to assess charges 
that recover the fiiU reasonable direct cost of searching for and duplicating 
the records sought, after the first 100 pages of duplication and the first two 
hours of search time. 
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Expedited Processing 

Due to the fact that we cannot begin processing your request at this time, it 
is a moot issue whether your request would be entitled to expedited 
processing. If you wish to pursue this request, you may ask for expedited 
treatment when you supply the additional infonnation necessary to make 
your request valid. We note, however, that to merit expedited processing, a 
request must demonstrate a compelling need for the infonnation, setting 
forth with specificity the facts on which the request is based. (See 22 C.F.R. 
Section 171.12(b), enclosed.) Your June 5 letter and your July 23 note do 
not meet this standard. 

Please be advised that your request has been closed in our system. If, after 
noting the information cited above, you wish to pursue this request, please 
send us a new request, which would include the additional information noted 
above. 

For further communications, please note our contact information at the 
bottom of this page. We can provide faster service if you include the case 
number of your request in your communications with us. 

We are pleased to be of service to you. 

Sincerely, 



Anne T. Baker 

Requester Communications Branch 



Enclosure: 
22C.RR.Partl71 
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